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Duke of. ORMONDE. 


a E Duke: 1 Ormonde bet ing -— pops to . Her 
Majeſty's Forces in F landers, received amn for that Ty 
Service of the following Tenor. 2 


ANNE R. 


ee ie * cur Right T -uſly = Rig bs — 
entirely beloved Couſin and Counſellor, [Hoa - 

Duke of Ormonde, Captain General, and 
Commander in Chief of our Forces, afting 
in Cenjunction with thuje 5 our Allies i in the 
Lo Countries. | 


” y O U are b with all poffible Diligence to repair to 


the Hague, and to acquaint the Penſionary, 


that, having appointed You to Command Our Army 
5 the Netherlands, We have given You Orders to 
ſee him, before You go to put Vourſelf at the Head 
of the Troops. You are to expreſs to him the Reſo- 
| lation We are in of puſhing the War with all poſſible 
Vigour, until the Enemy ſhall agree to ſuch Terme 


of Peace, as may be ſafe and honourable tor Us, and 0 
for Our Allies. 


' You are farther to ſay to this Miniſter, that Tau are 


prepared to live in a perfect and good Correſpondence - 


B : with 


— — - 


with all the Generale of the Allies, and particularly 
with thoſe of the States; and that You hope, You 
| | hall find the ſame Inclination on their Part, to which 
=_—  Hhis {the Penſionary's) good Offices will extremely 
nn contribute. 
| Tou are, after this Introduction, to defire the Penfi- | 
= onary to inform You, what Plan has been agreed upon 
for the Operations of the Campaign. 
As ſoon as You arrive at the Frontier, You are to 
meet with the Prince Eugene, and ſuch others of tile 
Generals, as ſhall be in the Secret, and with them to 
concert the proper Meaſures for entring on Action. 
You are to take the firſt, and every Opportunity, of 
reviewing all ſuch Regiments, as are paid, either in the 
Whole, or in Part, by Us, nog to certify to Us the 
N ambe rs, and Condition of the feveral Regiments ct : 
Hor le;- Fe oot, and Drazcons, ; 
You are lkewiſe, from Time to Tang - to y, ok 
bond with One of Our Principal Secretaries of State, 
and to tranſmit conſtant Accounts of Your Proceed- 
. ings, and ot all Occurrences which may happen. 


6 ven at Our Court at St. James' 8, the Seventh 


Day of April, 1712. In the e Eleventh 2 ear 
„57 Our Reign. 


7 A. R. 


T eſe 1 being the only Die ien FORE a him * ab — 
bis Conduct, the Duke leſt Lon. ton, April the gth, under a full 
Reſolution of puſhing on the War with all poſſible Vigour ; ang 
arriv'd at the Hague, April 23, N. S. where he made 2a Vice to 4 
"whe Penfionary, and diftours'd with him in the Manner, his In- _ 
| fiructions requir'd. When the Duke defir'd to know, bat Pian 
had been agreed upon for the Operatiaus of the Campaign: The Pen- 
fionary anſwered, That there tods no particular Preject fern d, but 
that the Meafures for opening the Campaign were left to be adjuſted 
by their Generals and Deputies, who could beſt judge what was fit to 


be dine, then they were in the Field; and this was all that Miniſter | 
would 7 on this Head. 


* 


On the 28th the Duke had a Conference with the Deputies of 
: the States, in order to be inform'd of their Reſolutions taken with 


Prince Eugene, who, ſame Days before the Duke's Arrival, had 


left the Hague, and was gone 0 Tournay, They ſhew'd them- 
ſelves extremely well ſatisfy'd with the Declarations made from the 
Queen by the Duke, and deſirous that he would take the firſt 
Opportunity of putting himſelf at the Head of the Army; but 
referr'd him, as the Penſionary had done, to their Field-Deputies 


and Generals, who, they faid, were intruſted with the Conduct of 


the War, and ſhould be order d to concert every Thing with his 


Grace, in like manner as they had before been directed to take 
their Meaſures in Concert with the Prince for the Good of the 


Common Cauſe. The Preſident of the Week made many Ex- 
cuſcs for their having given the Command of their Army to that 
Prince; but however, he ſaid, As ts the Point 0 of Command, bis 
Grace and the Princt were nou on at. equal Foot. 

About this time the Duke receiv'd a Letter from Mr. Cadegan, - 

who had been left out of the Eſtabliſhment of Lienutenant-Gencrals, 
deſiring with great Earneſtneſs his Grace's Intereſt for his being 

employ'd under him this Campaign: The Duke, being very wil 
lung that fo experienced an Officer ſhouid be near him, "and | by that 
means a Witneſs to all his Actions, rcadily comply'd with his 

5 . and ſoon obtainꝰd the 2 s Leave for his ſerving 1 in that 


1 Poll. 


- K* Duke, . to take the F ield as ſoon as -pollible, left 
the Hague on April 30, and arrived at Ghent May 3: And, after 
a Stay there of two or three Days, and ſecuring the Government 

of the Citadel in Engliſh Hands, went on to Tourney, where he 

met Prince Eugene, and the Deputies of the States. All the Eng- 
1 Forces, for ſome Weeks, had been in the Fielg and lay | can- 
ton'd along the Road betvecen this City and Liffe. And the Rea- 


_ ton of drawing them cut of their Querters ſo foon, Was, That 


there had been a Project formed to take Poſt at Oijy, on the Ser- 


ſette, which would have ſecured the March over the Scteld-, and 
E:i&ht have given the Allics an Opportunity of befheging Cambs: ay : 

Mr. Cudegan did not, in the leaſt, aueſtion the Succ: s of it; But 
' the Dutch ma king many Difficulties and Delays: in this Affair, the: 
Mareſchal Villars had prevented the Deſign, ard taken Foſſelton E 


Oi. and of all the Paſſes on the Seuſtte. 


Upon a Review of the Eugliſb Forces, it was un dverfally ac- 
| knowledged, That, as thoſe Troops had taken the Field earlier 
this Year than in any other Campaign, ſo they had never been 
better Cloathed, or better Recruited. The Dutch Forces, actually 
in the Field, were deficient in both theſe Particulars ; and: the 
_ greateit Number of the Imperiali/ts were not vet arrived, nor did 
5 they arrive till ſome time after; ſo that, after all the Reports in- 


53 riod 


duſtriouſiy ſpread, both in England and Holland, concerning the 


early Prepara tions of the Allies, the Duke found, that the "Troops 
then in the beſt Condition to act, were the Enęliſſ 


He us'd all the Sollicitations poſſible, and with great Earneſtneſs 
preſs'd the Prince and the other Generals to leave Tournay, and 


open the Campaign; but he found them, particularly the Prince, 
very irrcfolute ; ſometimes defirous to enter into Action, and fome- 


times willing to expect, for a few Days, the Iſſue of the Netz- 44k 
tions then on foot. With this View, or perhaps with a Defien 
the better to excuſe the Backwardneſs of their own Troops, they 
deferred going into the Field for near a Fortnight. However, 
Prince Eugene and Monſieur Vegelin came to bis Grace on the 
15th, and it was then agreed between them to paſs the Schelde near 
Beuchain, in order to encamp at Avejne le Secgue; and fee whether 
the Confederates could attack the Enemy without great Diſadvan- 
tage; or, ſhould the Enemy be too ſtrongly poſted, it was pro- 


pos' 4 to inveſt Queſnoy, which being a little Place, could not hold 


out above three Weeks at moſt, after opening of the  renches. 
In order to thefe Motions, the Proportion of the two Armies to be 

commanded by the Prince and the Duke, was fully adjuſted ; the 
Duke had under him the following Troops, conſiſting of thoſe in 
the Queen's Par, and of thoſe paid jointly by her Majeſty and the : 


States, together with ; a Regiment of Haffars. 


: Bar 1 Sprad.. 
Engliſh e n 3 Bo , = 
Rn Prufſicns e : 3 FV 26 : 
| Saxons — —— VVV 
- Hanover: (ans 3 | — | | 3 | 14 gy 29 
Hoiftern N 8 — 1 8 
1 olfenh; uttle — — — 1 8 
I; len, — — „ 
Nen Düsen Oren oy OT, 
| Otiinghen ds 55 | . 1 — 
Haſſarr . 55 | - Ha 
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The Clad being thus ſettled, the 8 Directions 
1 were given for aſſembling all the Troops paſſing the Scarpe, and 
forming the two Armies on the 21ſt, between Doway and Mar- 


chiennes; where the Prince and the Duke deſigned to join their 


reſpective Forces, and there concert ſuch further Meaſures, as 
might be requiſite for carrying on the Service of the Cam- 


The 


paign. 


—— ꝗ ]— —. 


Secretary St. John, who, in his Letter of April 16, * his Grace, 


The Duke had ſome Days before received two Expreſſes from Mr. 


That he found, by very certain Intelligences from Holland, that 
the Dutch Miniſters were not without their Fears of their new 
General; That they began to conſider he was a Papiſt, and a 
German, at leaſt in 12 That the Emperor, his Maſter, 
had nothing to loſe on the Side of the Netherlands; That a Bat- 
tle won, might give ground for inſiſting on higher Terms than 
the Houſe of urig was now likely to obtain ; Int a: 
Battle loſt, might ftill contribute to prolong the War; and that, 
in either Caſe, the Expence of Blood would fall to the Share of 

the Queen and the States : That he was of Opinion, that theſe 
Reflections had occaſioned private Directions to their Generals 
to uſe more Caution than the Prince would perhaps approve; 
and that his Grace might ſee, that this Meaſure was not ve 
conſiſtent with the Compliment of an unlimited Command, 
made to that Prince by Mr. Lathmer, in the Name of the | 
States. 

In his Letter of April the 110. the Secretary acquaints the 
Duke, That the Queen was defirous to know particularly, on 
© what Foot the Dutch had ſettled the Command; That Her 
_ <© Majeſty inclined to be of Opinion, that all the Troops, whether 

5; Sub; eas, or F oreigners, belonging to Her, ſhould be under 
his Grace s Command: There might have been formerly Rea- 


* 


© ſons for uſing a different Method, but there ſeem'd to be at 


_ © preſent, ſome of a very ſtrong Nature for taking this, and per- 
5. haps theſe might every Day grow ſtronger ; That there could be 
no need for him to enter into the Grounds which they had, in this 
„Conjuncture, to be jealous of Prince Eugene's Conduct; his 
8 e would ſee and know them all better, than they could be 

repeated; but that on this Occaſion the Queen directed him to 

s inform bis Grace, That She thought, he was to be the more Cau- 

© tious for ſome Time of engaging in any Action, unleſs in the 

_ © Caſe of a very apparent and conſiderable Advantage, becauſe he 

| © would be daily ſtrengthen'd by the Arrival of the Imperial T roops; 

* and *twas but juſt, theſe ſhould have their Part, if any thing of 

© that kind was to happen: That the great Article of preventing 
the Union of the Two Monarchies was not yet entirely ſettled 3 


| 7 © the Expedients were hard of Digeſtion to the French Stomachs ; 


but if this was got over, he did not fee any formidable man in 
the way.. 

The Duke returned an Anfwer to theſe eie much to the 

ſame Effect as what he wrote on the gth of May; wherein he gave 


an Account what the Durch had done, in regard to the Point f 


Command: That he was entirely of the Secretary's Opinion, that 
<a Battle, either on, or "7 would, at this TR make very 


8 ous 
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States; but he hoped to hear from hin by a M-ifager, before 
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— 
a = 


RR 


S. great ee in the Treaties now on Foot: But ho Sec 


might remember, that in his Inſtructions he was order'd to act in 


0 Conjuncti 2:1 with the Allies, in 8 the War with Vigeur; 


* fa tuat, ſhould there happen a fair O, pportunity to attack the 


Enemy, he cot 11d not decline it, if propos'd by tiie Prince and the 
« the Armics were form' d, which would be SN the 21ſt.“ The 
Date added, in a ſecond Letter ol May the 2ath, That, if 
© were a _— Opportunicy £2 attack the bea and get into 
France, by che Way of Commpar rc, he was fare the Price and 
tie States would preſs it, unleſs they heard from England, that 
the Laas was near being conciuded: That he wiſhed it ver 


* 


6 e &. 


The Armies having marc hed on the Day 2 . his Graco 
took his Quarters at AMarchiennes ; where, in concert with the 
Prince, and the Foreign Generals, he reſolved to go on nearer to 
the Enemy; and *twas accordingly agreed, that the two Armies 
 {hrould march on the 26th, paſs the Scheide, and encamp, the 
Right of Prince Evugene's Army at Neufville, and the Left of "= 
Duke of Ormond's at SHlemes, where we had the River Selle 
bur Rear, And, in order to preſerve a Communication with Fg 
Places on the Scar pe, the Troops were employed for ſome Days, | in 
repairing the old French 5 between Denain and Malers, and 
drawing anc ther Parallel to them from our Bridges on the Schelle 
to Beaureæpair; in both which a ſufficient Body of Troops was to 
be left, to ſecure the Convors of + "rovitions, as well from the 


r nemiles Garrilous of { aleucitunes and an as from their 
Array. | | 


[ 


On t! 10 24th in the E Evening an E pre & came from Mr. 3 


te ry St. Frm, With a Letter, dated Hay the 10th, to acquaint the 
Duke, +. That, f nace Her Majeſty had Reaſon to believe, that 
come to an Agreement upon the great Article of 
+ preventing the Union of the Two Monarchics, as ſoon as a 
Courier ſent from Fer/ailles to Arid could return, *twas Her 

Mai. ity's Pæſitive 1 that he ſbould aveid engaging. m any 


4 Sho in- mol 


« Stew 0 or hazerding à Baitle, till he received further Orders from 


and that Her Majeſty thought, he could not want Pretences for 
conducting himfelf ſo as to anſwer Her Ends, without owning 


„that, which might at preſent have an ill Effect, if *twas publickly 
«known, IL hat She could not think wich Nen of ſacrificing 
Men, when there was a fair Proſpect of obtaining Her Purpoſe 
© another Way; nor would She ſulfer Herſelf to be expos d to the 


« Reproach i 


if there | 


— — Os WEI 2 = 


« heartily but, if it were delayed, he hop2d he ſhauld have. 5 
che 40 Fortune to force the Fre: + to comp! iy) with the ** n' 4 


Dugland. The Secretary acquainted his Grace likewife, That 5 
th : Queen would have him diſguiſe the Receipt of this Order, 


Reproach of having retarded, by the Events of the Campaign, 1 


© Negotiation, which might have been as good as concluded in a 


cretary St. John, anſwer'd, © That he bad received Orders on 
| © that Subject from the Queen, and thoutd be ſure to conform. 
© himfclf punctually to them; but the Secret injoyn'd, would 
very much depend on the Meaſures the Mareſchal himſclf mould 
9 take. The Duke on his Part let him know, That the March he 
e 2 | 6 ould 


© few Pays. He adds, that this Order was communicated at the 


© fame Time to the Court of France; fo that, if the Mareſchal de 
2 Villars ſhould take any private Notice of it, the Duke was to 


© anſwer accordingly.” 


Though the March had been fixed before the 2th, the Duke 
would have made uſe of forme Pretence to delay it, had it been 
poſſihle to have found Forage, near enough 9 the pre ſent Camp, 

for the Subſiſtance of the Troops; but this being utterly imprac- 
ticable, he was obliged to put the M. mew in Execution, as it had 
been agreed on. At Colemes, the 1 Vroops, which compos'd the 
Corps 1 by General Tegel; JON: the Armies to 
| which they belonged, and took their Poſt in the Linss: At the 


ſame time, a B- ly of Troops conſitting of thirty Squadrons of 


Horſe, aad thirteen Battalions of Foot, under the Command of 
the Lord Kg rec reg d at Denain, on the other Side of the 
 Vehelde; out of which his Lordſhip was to furniſh ſuch a Number of 
Men, as might be — ry to guard the Lines drawn from that 
Place to the * and ſecure the Freien, from Marc hieaues to. 

the 6 = 
Te Duke, as he was relatives to pay a ; panftual Obedience to 

the Queen's Commands, uſed all Endeavours to prevent a Suſpi- 
cion, that he had received the Orders abovementioned, thou be 
was very apprehenſive of the great Difficulty he lay under, in the 
preſent Situation of Affairs: And what made the Difficulty till 
greater was, that Prirce Eugene and the States Deputies preſs'd nos 
very vr N for a Siege, if the engaging the Enemy was fourd 
im proper. So that the S his Grace was in, made it 
almoſt impoſſible for him to diſguiſe the true Reaſon of his leckining 


all Propoſals, which ſhould be made for entering upon ſome Ac- 


tion; ard there was ſcarce any Excuſe left him for Delay; ſince 
all the Troops which were exp<Qed, and the heavy Cannon would 
Join the Army in two or three Days. 5 
Ihe Night before the Duke left Marehienves, hs medved: 8 
: Letter from Merefchel Villars, in which the Mareſchal ſays, He 
has Orders from his Maſter, with the Conſent of the Queen, to 
© acquaint him, That they were no longer Enemies; and that it 
was the King's particular Injunction to Him [the Mareſchal} do 
keep this Matter with an inviolable Secrecy. i 


The Duke, according to the Intimation given him by Nr. 3 


— — ns — 
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© ſhould be obliged to awd was chiefly for the Subſiſtance of ae 
© * Troops, and that the Mareſchal need not be in any Apprehenſi- 
© ons on that Account; at leaſt, the Duke would anſwer for the 


0 Army, which he had the Honour to Command.“ 


| On the 27th Prince Eugene and the States Deputies deſired, 
that the Duke would conſent to ſend the Quarter-Maſters to view 


the French Camp; which his Grace could not refuſe, without gi- 
ving them ſome Suſpicion of what he was order'd to diſguiſe ; and 
he the more readily conſented to it, fince he was ſure no Action 
could happen, the Enemy being poſted behind the Schelde. Thoſe 


who were ſent out on this Occaſion found, that though the Di- 


{tance between the Head of the Soame, ad that of the Schelde, 
was not above a League and half, and all plain Ground, the Enemy 
had not yet offered to throw up any Retrenchment. The next Day 

after the Return of the Detachment, Prince Eugene and the De- 
puties came to Dine with the Duke. The Prince began with the 


Report that had been made to him (and did not doubt but the 
| Duke had received the like Account) from the Quarter-Maſters | 
General, which went out with the Detachment to view the French 
Ss and the Overture between the Sources of the Soame and the 
Schelde: They all agreed, the Ground was as advantagious as 


could be deſired for attacking the Enemy; their Situation being 


| ſuch, as gave us an Opportunity of falling upon their Flank, and 
5 Rear. Monſicur Vegelin, who had the Curioſity to go out with _ 

the Quarter-Maſters, declared himſelf to be of the ſame Opinion, 
and it was propos'd to march without the leaſt Delay towards the 


Enemy, and attack them. Tis eaſy to imagine, what Difficulty 
the Duke was under to excuſe the delaying a Matter, which, ac- 


cCording to the Informations he had from the Quarter-Maſters, and 
a great many other General Officers, who were out with the De- 
tachment, ſeemed ſo practicable. The beſt Excuſe he could 


make, was, by repreſenting to them, that my Lord Strafferd's 


ſudden Voyage to England gave him Reaſon to believe, that there 
muſt be fomething of Importance then tranſacting, which four or 
five Days would bring to light; and therefore he deſired, they 


would defer this Undertaking, or any other, till he ſhould receive 


freſh Letters from England, ſince ſo ſhort a Delay could not be of 


1 any ill Conſequence. Upon which, both the Prince and the De- 


puties told his Grace plainly, That his Anſwer was agreeable to 

© the Suſpicions they had for ſome time entertained, particularly 

© ſince the Expreſs of the 24th, which they knew had brought him 

Vetters from England: And they were the more confirmed in 

theſe Suſpicions, becauſe Monſieur Villars, who had on all Oc- 

caſions thewn himſelf very vigilant, did not fend out a Man to 
© obſerve their Motions, nor take any other Precautions to fecure 


his Camp, waere it lay ſo much expoſes 3 and he could not be 
ignorant. 


"_—" TOE —_—_— Ji. 
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ignorant, how ſtrong a Detachment had been abroad on that Side.“ 


The Duke could not divert the Propoſal which had been made to 


fall upon the French Army, by offering to undertake a Siege; 


ſince Queſnoy, the Place to be attacked, was within leſs than three 


| Leagues of the Army, and all Things neceſſary for a Siege were 
already at Marchiennes; ſo that the Conſequence of this Offer 
would have been the immediate inveſting of that Place, which was 
as contrary to the Queen's laſt Orders, as a Battle. Prince Eu- 
gene and the Deputics ſeemed extremely diſſatisfy'd with the Duke's 
| Anſwer, and ſaid, They were obliged to give an Account of what 
had paſs'd, and of the Delays made by the Duke, to their Ma- 
Eo Fn 


» 


hings continu 


In this Poſture T 
June the 4th, two of the Deputies made a Viſit to the Duke; and 


in the Evening fent him a long Memorial, containing the Subſtance 
of their Diſcourſe with him. In this they tell the Duke, That, 
© by Order of their Maſters, they repreſent to him, with how 
great a degree of Surprize the States had received the News of his 
© declaring, he would undertake nothing, till he had Letters from Eng- 
and; and of his refuſing to aſſiſt either in a Siege, or a Battle: 
That it ſeem'd to them incomprehenſible and unaccountable, 
© why the Allies ſhould loſe ſuch an apparent Opportunity, they 
© had, as well as in regard to the Goodneſs and Number of their 
Troops, as the Situation of the Armies, to gain ſome great Ad- _ 
Tt yantage over the Enemy, whcch, if once neglected, might for 
ever be irretrievable : That they could by no Means conceive his 

Orders were ſo ſtrict, as to tye up his Hands, when fo fair an 
< Occaſion of annoying the Enemy preſented itſelf : and, That in 
© their Opinion, ſuch Orders ought to be underſtood in the beſt 

_ © Senſe, ſo as to enjoin the declining any Attempt for ſome little 
Time, provided no great Prejudice might redound by that means 
to the Common Cauſe ; but in no wife to juſtify the fitting ſtil! 
with their Arms acroſs, in ſuch a Situation, where Inaction i 
would cut off all Hopes of their being able to attempt any | 
Thing for the future; ſince, if the Army continued unactive for 
any Time, the Forage would be conſumed, and the Operations for 
4 © the reſt of the Campaign would be rendered not only difficult but 
(l impracticable. Beſides, the Enemy would have Time to entrench 
_ © and fortify their Camp, as much as they pleas'd. That the States 

© had order'd them to inforce thoſe Arguments with others, and 


t particularly with this, That the Army his Grace commanded 


© conſiſted not only of Her Majeſty's National Troops, but for the 
_ © moſt Part of ſuch, as were in the Joint-Pay of Her Majefty and 

_ * the States, the Command of which, indeed, belonged to his 

Grace, as General in Chief; but as thoſe Troops were engaged 


=y 


d for ſome Days; whon, __ 
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by both Powers jointly, to make War and at againſt the Enemy, 
they could not be exempted from that Service by his Grace alone, 
© without the Knowledge and Conſent of the States; at leaſt, with- 
* out contradicting the Treaties, and the Ends, by, and for which 
© they were engag'd : That not only the Treaty of the Grand Al- 
© [iance, but others made between Her Majeſty and the States, o- 
: 2 blig'd Her Majeſty to puſh on the War with Vigour ; but the De- 
« claration his Grace made, That he could not act till farther Or- 
2 © ers, at a Time, when, by his Grace's own Approbation, they 


© had march'd juſt within Sight of the Enemy, and when there was 


© fo fair a Proſpect of Succeſs, if ſomething were attempted, could 
1 


ters, by my Lord Strafford, and by his Grace lately at the Hague. 


they defir'd to know, whether he would conſent, that the Troo 


States might have on Her Majeſty's Troops for the future; and 
laſtly, they requir'd, on their Part, that his Grace would not hin- 
«© der the Troops, in the Joint Pay, from acting agrecably to the 
Reaſon of War, and their folemn T' reaties and Fno agements. 
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T he Concluſion of the Memorial was, That the States had or- 


© der'd this Reprefentation to be made in Writing to his Grace, 
«6 that all the World and Poſterity might ice, that they nave been 


© ſo far from being guilty of the great t Injury which the Common 
© Caule receives from the preſent Inaction, chat they have done all 
ek in their Power to prevent it, and that others are to anſwer for all 


© the unhappy Conſequences of it. 


To the Subſtance of this Memorial, expres 4 before by the De- 
putic es in their Diſcourſe with the 888 he could only anſwer, 

That before he enter'd upon Action, he ſhoul be glad to receive 
Letters from England, which he expected every Moment; ; and this 
was all the Satisfaction he was then at Liberty to give to their De- 


mands, being fo bound up, as he was, by his laſt Inſtructions. 
The Duke immediately diſpatch'd a Meſſenger to England, with 
an Account of what had paſs'd, hoping, That, before they came to 


not, they thought, be reconcil'd either with thoſe Treaties, or the 
repeated Aſſurances, which Her Majeſty had given them, by Let- 


Therefore they deſir'd his Grace, if he had any Regard to thoſe 
Treaties and Aſſurances, which ought to be kept ſacred, to puſh 
on the War with Vigour, offenſively againſt the Enemy; but that 
if his Grace perſiſted i in his Reſolution, of not acting offenſively, 


under him might be employ'd to cover a Siege, which they would 
undertake ; and whether he would give a Promiſe to attack the 
Enemy, if they came to diſturb them: That, in caſe his Grace 
refus'd, they did, in the moſt ſolemn Manner, and in the ftrong- 
eſt Terms, proteſt againſt the irreparable Damage, which ſuch a 
Conduct would occaſion to the Cenfederacy: T hat, in order the 
better to guide themſelves, they demanded to know preciſely, what 
his Orders were, how far they reach'd, and what Dependance the 
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rd Extremities, he ſhould have his final Orders ; and recommend- 
it as a Matter of the greateſt Importance, both to the Publick, 


= Himſelf, that he ſhould know Her Majeſty” S Pleaſure, as ſoon 


as might be. 
In the mean time the Prince and the Deputics preſs'd the Duke 


_ continually for a poſitive Anſwer ; repreſenting, at the ſame time, 


the Goodneſs and Superiority of the Confederate Troops, w _ : 


could not be contradicted ; and concluding, the Duke muſt hay 


Orders not to do any thing, tho* he would not own them; ins 
they knew, he could not anſwer for his Inaction, it it were not ac- 
cording to Order. In debating this Matter, one of the Deputies 

took, as the Duke thought, too much Liberty in Cenſuring the 


| Proceedings of England; which he was deſir'd to forbear, as being 


no way agreeable to that good Underſtanding, which was ſo necet· | 


ſary to be kept up between the Queen and the States. 5 
While the Duke was under this Uneaſineſs, on the 7th of June, - 8 


a Letter came from Mr. Secretary St. Fohn, dated the 1 7th of May, 


« which expreſs'd the 13 Her Majeſty was in to hear, e 


< Whether the Orders ſent on the 1oth of May, came ſafely and 


© early to his Hands, and the Aſſurance She had of his Grace's 
« punctual Obedience to Her Commands, in ſo nice and important 

2 a Conjuncture,* His Grace return'd an Anſwer the next Day, 

_ repreſenting, * That Things were now come to great Extremity; 


That he could not avoid ſceing, every Day, freſh Marks of the 
ill Blood and Dillatisfaction caus'd among the Allies, by the Mea- 
ſures he was oblig'd to obſerve ; That many of them did not 
ſcruple to ſay, We were Betraying them, and tÞis Ferment 
feem'd rather likely to enereaſe, than diminiſh ; and, conſidering 


the Circumſtances we were in, it was hard to ſay, what might 


be the Conſequences of it; That, let the Peace, which he was 


in daily ExpeCtation to hear of, be never ſo advantageous, he was 


apprehenſive, that if the Allies ſhould pretend to diſlike it, he 
could not depend upon any Troops but thoſe compos'd of Her 
_ Majcity's own Subjects: And what confirm'd him in this Opi- 


Hanzver did not approve of the Peace, his Troops would have 
Orders to ferve with the Dutch, and would likewiſe bœaugment- 


ed by all that Prince could ſpare from other Parts ; and he was 


not without Suſpicion, that Endeavours were like n iſe uſing to 
gain the Danes,” The Cloſe of his Letter was in theſe Words, 
By this and my former, you may gueſs, how uneaſy a Situation 
1 am in; and if there be no Proſpect of Action, I do not ſee of 

what Uſe I am here; 3 and if it ſuit with Her Majeſty's Service, 
T1 ſhould be glad 1 migat have Leave to return to England : But, 
in this, and al other Matters, I hall readily ſubmit to Her Ma- 

No 2 2 « jeſty's 
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© Jeſty's Pleaſuro. I am impatient to hear from you, what I am to 
depend upon.” 


Prince Eugene's Army had, for ſome Days before, been laying 
Bridges over the Selle; and tho” the Pretence was only for Forage, 


the Duke concluded, that they intended to attack Queſnoy. In 


which caſc, *twas his Opinion, the only Part he could act, would 
be, to go over the Selle, and take the Camp he deſign'd, as foon as 
the Forage on this Side was conſum'd: for, in this Situation, he 
would be between the Beſiegers and the French Army; and not 
conſenting to the Siege, he ſhould not tranſgreſs his Orders, as he 
preſum'd Monſieur 2 would do his, if he ſhould attempt r 
thing againſt him. 5 
I be Prince and Deputies having refolv'd to beſiege Dreſnoy, the 
two Armies, on the 7th, had made a Movement over the Selle, 
and had encamp'd, the Right of the Prince's Army at Haſpre, and 
the Left at St. Pitbon; ; the Right of that commanded by the Duke 
of Ormonae at St. Pithin, and the Left at Cateau Cambreſis. The 


next Day, Queſuey was inveſted by a Detachment from the two 


Armies, conſiſting of thirty Battalions, and as many Squadrons, un- 

dier the Command of General Fagel. The Duke, tho' he had no 
Part in carrying on the Siege, yet could not refuſe furniſhing ſeven 
Battalions, and nine Squadrons of the Troops in the joint Pay of 
England and the States, but avoided ſending any of thoſe, which 


were in Her Majeſty's whole Pay, 


On the 10th, a Letter came from Monkour FVillars, hs — 
the Mareſchal lets the Duke know, © He had receiv'd ſeveral Ad. 


$ vices, that Queſnoy was actually inveſted, and that Part of the 


Troops in his Grace's Army was employ'd | in that Service; that, 
* by Order of his Maſter, he deſires to know of him, if any Troops 5 
s under his Command have a Share in undertaking or forming that 
_ © Siege ; for he cannot think, Prince Eugene would venture to at- 
F tempt it with thoſe Forces alone, which he commands. He there- 
fore begs his Grace would explain this Matter to him, that he 
; may know how to act, and take his Meaſures, according as Prince 
Eugene perſeveres in, or deſiſts in this Enterprize. He adds, that 
$ a Courier went from Paris, the Morning before, with the Anfwer 1755 


$ of Spain to the Queen, which, *twas ſuppos'd, would be ſatis- 


factory. The Duke's Anſwer was, That, as the Mareſchal ob- 
s ſerv'd himſelf, of what Conſequence it was to keep this Affair ſe- 
| F cret, he would leave him to judge, whether he could have done 
e it better, than by the Conduct he had obſerv'd : That it was 


true, that for the Siege of Queſney, which it was not in his Power 
* to prevent, he had furniſh'd ſome Troops, which were paid in 


part by the States, but not one ſingle Man ſolely in the Queen's 


F Pay: "That he thought, ſince the Trenches were not open'd, the 
2 Siege would have NO Effect to break the Meaſures concerted be- 
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c tween their Sovereigns, before they could receive their final In- 


s ſtructions. He concludes, © He was ſurpriz'd, upon the Duke 
of Wirtemberg's informing him, that the Mareſchal had ſaid, to 


© one of that Duke's Trumpets, that the Engliſp would do the ; 
© French no hurt, nor the French them; that himſelf had ſuch Or- 


© ders, and did not doubt, but his Grace had the ſame. 


The Mareſchal, in another Letter the next Day, deny'd, That 


she had ever ſcen, or heard of any Trumpet from the Duke 
à of Wirtemberg : That this was a meer Invention of thoſe, who 
© had a mind to give a Reputation to the Dutch Gazettes, in which 
dit had been affirm'd, that his Grace had ſhew'd Prince Eugene his 
Orders, not to engage in any Attempt.* He deſires to be inform'd 
buy his Grace, Whether the Army under his Command would op- 
© poſe any Attempt, which the King's Forces would certainly make 
© upon the Prince, if he continu'd the Siege.” And adds, That the 
King, while he ſees Prince Eugene undertaking a Siege, and knows 


© the Army under his Grace ought not to act, direaly or indirectly, | 


= againſt his, would be my much difpleas'd with him, if he ſhould 8 
© continue inactive. = — 
In the mean Time an | oY aries from Mr. Secretary 1 
: John, with two Letters; the firſt, of May the 27th, acquainting 
 _ the Duke, © That the affected Alm 1 Clamour rais'd with ſo 
much Induſtry, both in England and Holland, upon what had | 
_ © lately paſs'd between his Grace, Prince Engene, and the Dutch, 
_ © pives Her Majeſty no Uneafineſs whatſoever ; and that, as Her | | 
© Orders were founded on the moſt juſt, as well as prudent Confide- 
_ © rations, his Grace had obey'd them with that Firmneſs which be- 
came him: That Her Majeſty approves his Grace's Propoſal, in 
taking the Camp he had mention'd, to cover the Siege of Queſ- 
_ © 2299, if the Prince and the States perſiſt in their Deſign of attacking 
c that Place: That 'twas Her Majeſty's Pleaſure, his Grace ſnould 
find the moſt plauſible Pretence of ſending a Trumpet to Mon- 


© fieur Villars, to inform that General of the true State of Affairs, 


' © and to acquaint him, that Things would not continue long in this 

Anuncertain Condition, ſince, in four or five Days, the Duke might 
eexpect to hear from England, that the Peace was ſecure, or to re- 

| ceive Orders for entring immediately upon Action. His Grace was 
directed to conclude, by ſaying, that, ſince the Suſpence would fo 

| © ſoon be remov'd, he hoped the Mareſchal would not oblige him 
to come to any Action, either to defend himſelf, or to join with 
Prince Eugene, as he muſt neceſſarily do, if che Prince ſhould be 


c attack'd. 
The Second Letter from Mr. Secretary, of the -8th, gives an 1 
count of the Queſtion mov'd that Day, and rejected in both Houſes 


of Parliament, That the Queen would ſend Orders to his Grace 
to fro bt; "Tu and of the Addreſs which Was as Carried, 1 in the Commons, 


without 


„ 


—— ́—wl!n—— — — 


without a Diviſion, and in the Lords by a Majority of Twe 


Eight. The Secretary adds, That the Spirit, which was 2 5 
4 wm in both Houſes, was more conſiderable, and a better Omen, 


© than even the Majority by which they prevail'd.* Incloſed was a 
Letter, of the ſame Date, from the Secretary to the Marquis of Tor- 


cy, to this Purpoſe ; That the Remonſtrances, which the States 


© had made to the Queen, upon the Duke of Ormend?'s refuſing to 


b engage with them, either in a Battle, or a Siege, had no other E- 
_ © fect on Her Majeſty, than to make Her renew the ſame Orders 
to the Duke; but in caſe Prince Eugene and the States, which 


© was not very likely, ſhould perſiſt in their Deſign of beſieging any 


Place, tho? the Army of the Queen ſhould not concur in it; the 


Duke of Ormonde was to deſire Monſieur Villars not to atte mpt 


© any Thing againſt them, nor oblige them to come to any Action: | 


< That, in a very few Days, the Queen expected the Anſwer of 
« King Philip from his moll Chriſtian Majeſty ; upon which, ei- 


« ther Her Majeſty would be ſatisfied, or give Orders to Her 8 


© neral to act with all poſſible Vigour : That ſo inconfiderable a 


Delay as this, could be of no Prejudice to their Intereſts ; and 


© therefore the Queen did not doubt, but the Mareſchal would 
c think himſelf oblig'd to hinder any general Action, by giving no 


< Diſturbance to the Allies, as the Duke of Ormonde had already 
© prevented it, by refuſing to act againſt the Army of France.” 
If Prince Eugene's Army and the Dutch were ſo unreaſonable, as 


to preſs on co a Siege, without his Grace's Concurrence, and to -= 
-.- .. fuſe to tay a few Days, while he expected his final Orders, the 


Duke is directed to fend this Letter, with one from himſelf, in the 


Manner which has been mention'd, to Monſieur Villars; which _ 
he accordingly did, on the I 2th. To this the Mareſchal return'd 
an Anſwer the next Day, That tho” it was mortifying to ſee an 
Enemy undertake à Siege, without giving him any Diſturbance, 


he would not attempt ny * hing againſt the Army of Pri Vince 


L E gene. 


On the 15th, Monſieur 1 n and Mankeur Hep robs a 
. riv d the Day before from the Hague, with ſome ſecret Commiſſi- 


on to the Army, and had been in Conference with Prince Eugene, 


and the other eputies, for three Hours) came, by Order of their 
_ Maſters, the States, to the Duke. Monſieur II elileren began tlie 
Diſcourſe, by aſſuring his Grace, in the Name of the St: tes, that 


- they had the fame profound Veneration and Reſpect for the Queen 
as ever, and would take Care to ſhew it on all Occaſions ; though 


they had Reaſon to apprehend, ſome ill Offices had been done them, ; 
by their being repreſented, as if they had too great a Correſpond- 

ence with the Whigeiſh Party i in England. They deſir'd the Duxe 
to allure Her Majeſty of the CONtrary 3 and intimated the Deiign of 


the States , to ſend an extraordinary Deputation to Her M. a Fefty. , for 
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in Holland, 


eee 
the FEA Purpoſe. Diſcourſing afterwards dn the Subject of the 
Siege of Queſnoy, the Deputies asked the Duke, if he * fur- 


niſh any more of the Auxiliary Troops for that Service? To 


which he anſwered, That he had given them what they at firſt de- 


ſired, and could ſpare no more. The Duke was then asked, Whe- 
ther, in Caſe of their being attacked, during the Siege, he would 
cover them? To which he replied, he would, till he had further 
Orders. They then enquired particularly, Whether they might 
depend upon his Aſſiſtance, in Caſe the French ſhould make a De- 
tour, and come to them by the Way of Landrecy and Bavay ? He 
aſſured them they might, *till ſuch Time as he ſhould have In- 
ſtructions to the contrary ; and, that then they ſhould not fail of 
being acquainted with it. The Deputy, who, not long ago, had 
| ſpoken ſomewhat too freely of the Proceedings in England, made 
all the Excuſes that could be deſired ; and the Behaviour of the 
Field Deputies was very different from what it was, when his Grace 
ſaw them laſt. 5 1 
As ſoon as the Duke had received the News of what had paſſed - 
in Parliament, he ordered it to be tranſlated and ſent to Monſieur 
Bulou; who came next Morning, and, in his Diſcourſe, ſeemed 
not very well ſatisfy'd with the Dutch ; and took ſome Pains to 
perſuade his Grace, That the Elector of Hanover, his Maſter. 
would never give into any Meaſures, but in concert with the 
Queen. And indeed the Language was now very much changed | 
_ all the F oreign Troops. 
At this very Juncture of Time, Advice came from good Hands 
To, m to propoſe, 
in their Name, to the Marquis of Torcy, a ſeparate Negotiation 
with France, excluſive of the Engliſh; and to repreſent to him 
the particular Advantages, France might promiſe itſelf from ſuch 
a Treaty; but that this Propoſal received not the leaſt Countenance 
from Verſailles. About the ſame Time, the Duke received a Ler- 
ter of June 17, from the Lord Privy Seal, wherein, among other 
Things, the Biſhop informs him, That the Miniſters of the 
States, though frequently put in mind and called upon, had ne- 
ver been prevailed with to treat about any Plan of a Peace, to 
i that very Day. That therefore, upon their making ſo ill a Re- 
© turn to the Queen' s Condeſcenſions towards them, and refuiing 
| © to concert Meaſures with Her, he had been ordered by Her Ma- 


at the Dutch had engaged Mr. P 


© jefty to take the firſt ſolemn Occaſion to declare, that all Her 


Majeſty's Offers were founded upon this expreſs Condition, that 
« they came immediately into the Queen's Meaſures; and that She 
looked upon Herſelf from their Conduct now, to be under no 
Obligation whatever to them.“ 2 
On the 21ſt an Expreſs arrived from Mr. Secretary .. Johr, 
uith a Letter, dated June the 7th. This owns the Receipt of all 
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1 the Duke's Letters, * and begins with mentioning the Satt faduon 
' © with which Her Majeſty hears of that exact Obedience, which his 
Grace had paid to Her Orders.“ Enclos'd were Copies of two 
Letters and a Memorial, which were to be diſpatched the ſame 
Day from England to the Marquis of Torcy, containing Propoſals 
| for a Ceffation of Arms for two Months, between the Armies in 1 
| the Netherlands : In theſe the Queen inſiſts on the Execution of the | 
* Articles relating to King Philip's Renunciation of the Crown of 
af France, and on the immediate Delivery of Dunkirk, as Points, 
1 without which, She would not declare for a Ceſſation. The Se- : 
. cretary acquainted his Grace, © That Her Majeſty was poſitively ß 
1 © reſolved to continue no longer on the preſent Foot; Matters be- 
ing now brought to a ſhort Iſſue. If theſe Conditions were ac- | 
c cepted, and ſent him Sign'd by the Marquis of Torcy, and Dun- 
< kirk put into our Poſſeſſion, he was publickly to owny he could 
_ © aft no longer againſt the French : If they were not conſented to, 
© he was entirely free from Reſtraint, and at liberty to take all 
© reaſonable Meaſures, which were in his Power, for annoying the | 
Enemy. That he hopes my Lord Strafford, then going to U- 
© trecht, will find the Dutch more tractable than they have hitherto 
been; in which Caſe, the Queen would do her utmoſt, to ſettle 
© the T erms of a Ceſſation, and of a Peace too, in the beſt Manner 
< for them. That it was with the greateſt Regret, Her Majeſtʒj 1 
© found Herſelf conſtrained to come to ſuch Extremity with her 
Allies; but what Remedy had She left? when, either She muſt | 
| © follow this Courſe, or ſubmit to be uſed worſe than any petty _ 
Prince, and ſee the Negotiation 20e out of Her Hands, for no | 
© other Reaſon, but becauſe ſome Benefit was like to accrue to Her 
© Subjets by a Peace. That *twas probable, Monſieur Pillars 
would receive the Orders (for the Surrendry of Dunkirk) which | 
would be ſent from Fer/aiiles; and, That therefore to the Kings 
© Reſolution upon theſe Articles, they were either to look on 
* themſelves, on both Sides, as freed from any reſtrictive Orders, ' 
© and in full liberty of Acting againſt each other; or openly to 
declare for a Ceſſation of Arms, while the beſt Means poſſible 
were uſed with the reſt of the Allies, to do the ſame. How- 
< ever, the Queen's Declaration was to be poſitive. That his Grace, 
| © to be ſure, was informed of the Endeavours uſed by the States to 
« ſeduce the Troops in Her Majeſty's Pay, from Her, and to bor- 
row Money for carrying on their Subſiſtence. The Queen makes 
© no doubt therefore, but his Grace was on his Guard, and 
= 
: 


1 


! © take the beſt Precaution to make thoſe Troops ſteady to Her 
11 Majeſty's Intereſt, and to prevent any Surprize : That Care 
ll © would be taken to let the ſeveral Miniſters know, in what Manner 

j © the Queen would reſent any Steps of this Kind; and that his 

| 4 Grace would do well to ſpeak che fame Language to the Generals 

| | 2 | | 3 of - 

5 5 | 
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© of the Foreign Corps, paid by the Queen. The Secretary ob- 
_ © ſerves, how the Duke had been preſſed, he might ſay, unde- 


« cently, to give an Account, what Orders he hed received; and 
© tells the Duke, That he himſelf had been queitioned, by the 
« Dutch Miniſter, much in the ſame Manner: whom he an- 
« ſwered, by demanding, what the private Inſtructions were, which 


© the States had given Ss their Deputies and Generals. He is of 
. 30 Opinion, That, in Caſe France ſhould agree with the Queen, and 
4 his Grace ſhould, by Conſquence, reruſe publickly to act a- 


e oainſt them, the Allies would have little Reaſon to complain: 


© ſince Dunkirk was ſomething more valuable than Queſuay, and a 
«© Town delivered up, was more cheaply W a than - Town ; 


© taken by Siege.” 
The Duke Lady ſent a Trumpet to the Mareſchal ; and, 
June the 25th, received a Copy of the Articles, the Original of 


| which had been Signed by the Marquis of Torcy, in the Manner the 
Queen had demanded. Upon this, the Earl of Ortney was directed 
to prepare himſclf to march with t ten Battalions, in order to take . 
Poſſeſſion of Dunttirt. 
This Morning, the Duke wrote to Monſieur Fillars, ua Gon . 
; fy'd to him, © That he wiſhed the Marquis of Tercy would have 
© given himſelf the Trouble to have Signed the Copy of the Ar- 
_ © ticles, which would have been more regular, and more agree- 


© able to the Duke's Inſtructions : However, he would nat ob- 


ſtruct the accompliſhing ſo good 2 Work, by raifing Difficulties 
and Scruples, and inſiſting too much upon the want of F ormality. 
That he was juſt going i make Prince Eugene, and the States- 
_ © Deputies a Viſit, with witm he was to keep Meaſures to the 
<laſt; and, that he ſhould endeavour to perſuade them to deſiſt 
from the Siege of Jueſnoy, and declare to them, that, in Caſe of 


their Refuſal, he ſhould be obliged to withdraw the Army of the 


Queen. That he ſhould ſend away a Detachment, the next 


© Day, to take Poſſeſſion of Duntirꝭ; but was of Opinion, that 
< the Mareſchal ſhould have given dim an Order in F orm, for its 


_ © Surrender ; and deſired, he would loſe no Time, in a Matter of 

_ © ſogreat Importance concluding, That, as ſoon as he knew the 

© Reſolutions of the Prince, and the Deputies, he would nct fail Co 

& © to let him have Notice of it.“ 

be ſame Day (June the 25th) the Duke viſited the Prince 

and the Deputies, in purſuance of his Promiſe, to acquaint them 
with any freſh Orders he ſhould receive from England, incompati- 

| ble with his covering the Siege of Queſnay; and told them, That 
the French King had agreed to ſeveral Articles demanded by the 
Queen, as a Foundation for a Suſpenſion of Arms; and, among 

others, the giving up immediately into our Pofſeſion the Town of 

| Drontirk. That the Duke therefore could no longer cover the 
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diege of Bach; being obligel, by his ie, to march 


with the Queen's Troops, and thoſe in Her Majeſty's Pay, and 
to declare a Ceſſation of Arms, as ſoon as Dunkirk was delivered 


up: And he hoped, they would readily concur therein, which 


would be the moſt powerful Motive to induce the Queen, to take 
all poſſible Care of their Intereſts at the Peace. He likewiſe en- 
deavoured to ſhew them, That Dunk:ri, as a Cautionary Town, 


was a Place of greater Conſequence to the Allies, than Queſney. 
The Deputies deſired five Days time to conſult their Maſters, up- 


on ſo important a Matter; which the Duke would have allowed 


them, if in the mean Time they would have agreed to deſiſt from 
the Proſecution of the Siege, or at leaſt to make ſome Delay in 
it, which they ſaid was not in their Power. However, He at laſt 


_ conſented to give them three Days; that being no Hindrance to the 
Execution of his Orders, becauſe he could not expect to have an 


Account, before that Time, from the French Court, how Dun- : 


_ #:74 ſhould be delivered up to him. The Deputies refuſed to let a 


Detachment go through any of their Towns, in the Way to Dun- 
#irk; and both they, and the Prince, told his Grace, That his 

= marching away with the Queen's T roops, and the Foreigners in 
Her Pay, would leave them to the Mercy of the French; but that 
they were ſure, the Foreigners would not march ; which, it ſcems, ” 


l they had very good Ground to believe. 


The Duke had taken the firſt Opportunity to > fond the Gene- OY 
: rals of the F oreign Troops in the Queen's Pay; they ſcemed, at 
| firſt, well inclined to continue to Her Majeſty's Intereſt ; and par- 
' ticularly General Baizz, who came to his Grace, ſeemingly with 
with great Joy and Satisfaction, as ſoon as he had read the Queen's 
Speech, and told bim, He was ready, with his Maſter's Troops, 
to ſollow all ſuch Orders, as his Grace ſhould think fit to give him, 
But, upon diſcourfing with him now, the Duke found, that 
Means had been uſed to prevail upon him, as well as the reſt; Who 
agreed in making Excuſcs, and pretending they could not ſeparate 
from the Confederacy, without expreſs Directions from their Ma- 
ſters, to whom they had ſent Courters accordingly. They alledged, 
That ncither the Grand Alliance, nor the particular Conv entions, 
admitted of any Parties treating of, or making Peace, or even a 
Suſpenſion of Arms, without the Conſent of the others. The 
Dude thought it belonged not to him to enter into theſe laſt Parti- 
cla s; but infiſted on the Commands he had received from the 


Queen, and the Engagements they were under to aſſiſt him, their 


General, in an effectua 2} Compliance with them ; repreſenting, at 


the ſame time, the juit Reaions the Queen had to reſent, and the 
ill Confequences that would attend their Refuſal. = 


However, the Duke finding, That the Foreign Troops would 
ebey no Orders, but what they themſelves, i in Conjundtion with 


the 
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the Prince and FE Deputies, ſhould approve, countermanded the 


Detachment deſigned for Dunkirk. And in the Afternoon ſent to 


Monſ. Villars an Account of the Reſult of his Viſit, and deſired to 
know of him more particularly, In what Manner Dunkirk was to 
be put into our Hands, in Caſe the Engliſb Troops march'd alone, 
without the Auxiharies ; which he had ſome Reaſon to ſuſpeR, 
might ſcruple to go along with him: Adding, That he hoped he 
1 would not defer ſending the neceſſary Orders for the Delivery of 
that Town, which would be a Means to make every Thing, re- 


< Jating to the Peace, go on the more eaſily, and the Ceſſation of 
Arms take Effect the ſooner.” 


This Precaution the Duke thought | very neceſfary, having no 


Afſurance, that Duntirt would be ſurrendered upon a Ceſlation 
being declared, not by the Queen's Army, of which he had the 
Command, but by chat Part of it only, which conſiſted of Her Ma- 
jeſty's own Subjects. 5 
The ſame Day, a ſecond "ORF ck with a | dated : 
June the 11th, where Mr. Secretary St. Fohn acquaints the Duke, 
That, ſuppoſing he receives from the Court of France, an Accep- 
'* tance of the Conditions, propoſed by Her Majeſty, for a Suſpen- 
ion of Arms, the Queen directs that he would conſider, how to 
© take Poſſeſſion of Duntir in the ſafeſt and beſt Manner; and 
| © this, not only with reſpect to the Enemy, but to the Allies: And, 
That he would know of Monſieur Villars, what F acility he could 
give on his Part in this Matter, and how his Grace might beſt 
© obviate ſuch Difficulties, as the Prince and the Deputies might 
create. And though what had paſſed lately in England, had _ 
© made the Queen abſolutely Miſtreſs of Her own Conduct, and 
© cut off all Hopes of bei through Her Meaſures : : *Twas 
1 good, however, to ſuppoſe the worſt ; and to omit no Precaution, 
in an Affair ſo nice in its Nature, and of fo great Importance to 
s the Queen' s Honour, and to the Intereſt of HerKinzdoms. Should 
© the Hrench not comply with the Articles propoſed by Her Ma- 
jeſty, his Grace underſtood himſelf to be at liberty to act, as if no 
„ e iAive Orders had ever been ſent him.” DD 
The Duke, upon a Suppoſition that Monſieur Villars would fond OY 
mo kim a ſatisfactory Anſwer, and that the Troops would perſiſt in 
| their Refuſal to obey his Orders, deſigned to make uſe of the ſafeſt 
Method, and march with all the Engliſh Troops, and the Artillery, 


the Exgliſh Corps being fo ſmall, that it could not be any other Way 


| ſecure. They would then hzve the Sea open, in Caſe the Queen 
ſhould think fit to recall them; the Town of Dun#:ir4, and Forts de- 
pending upon it, would hold all the Foot, and the Horſe might be 
encamp'd under the Cannon. And this the Duke had Reaſon to think 
the more neceſſary, fince the Dutch had refuſed to let a Detach- 
went pal: throogh their Towns; and, ſhou the Troops be ſ-pa- 
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rated, he could not be ſo able to anſwer for the Execution of any 
Orders the Queen might ſend him, as he ſhould be at Dunkirk, 


— — 


This was the Diſpoſition the Duke thought moſt ſuitable to the 


preſent Poſture of Affairs. And, that nothing might be omitted 
on his Side, he ſent to the foreign Generals written Orders, requir- 


ing them to be ready to march with him, upon the firſt Motion he 
| ſhould make. 


On the 27th, a Trumpet from Monſienr Villars let the Duke 


| know, That he had diſpatched a Courier to Court, about the _ 

Subject of his laſt Letter; and in the mean Time informed him, 
3 That the Orders for the Delivery of Duntirk, of courſe, went from 

© Court to the Lieutenant-General that commurided } in the Place, 

_ © who, he ſuppoſed, would have Directions to ſurrender it, as ſoon | 
das the Mareſchal could bring him Word, that the Ceſſation was 
| © ayreed upon: And this, he thinks, might commence immediately, 

| © ſince the King had agreed to all the Queen's Demands, But he 


< begs leave to obſerve to the Duke, That the King might v 


© well be aſtoniſhed, that, in caſe of a Ceſſation, the Generals of 
s the Auxiliary Troops ſhould make any Difficulty to ſeparate from 
Prince Eugene; and, that *twas ſurprizing, that the Dutch ſhould 
_ © have more Power over Men, widch the 
| © hazard their Lives, than the Queen, who has paid them theſe 
dozen Years, ſhould have to perſuade them not to expoſe. them- 
© ſelves to any Danger. 5 
On the 29th, Monſieur Villar. ſent the Anſwer, which theMar- 
quis of Torcy had diſpatched to Mr. Secretary St. John the 27th, ; 
about the Point of a Ceſſation. The Subſtance of the Marquis's 
Letter was, That, notwithſtanding ſo eſſential a 8 as 
_ © that of the Auxiliaries ſtill continuing with Prince Eugene, the 
Duke of Ormonde demanded the Surrender of Durkirk : That in 
the very Articles propoſed for a Ceſſation, tis expreſſed, that the 
< Ceſſation ſhould be between the Armies, which are at preſent in 
© the Netherlands; that *tis upon this View ſo important a Place as 
© Dunkirk was to be delivered up: That the chief Motive, which 
n made England and France agree to a Ceſſation, was, that nothing 
might happen between the Armies to interrupt the Meaſures 
which were taking for a Peace: To effect this, nothing but a 
general Ceſſation would be ſufficient ; and, if the Enemies of 
© Peace had ſtill the Liberty, the Means, and Power of acting left 
2 them, the Condition upon which the King was to ſurrender Dun- 
| irt to the Queen, would not be complicd with on Her Majeſty's 
Part: That the King always thought, the Queen was entire Mi- 
ſtreſs of the Troops which compoſed Her Army; and that they 
© had all Orders to follow the Duke of Ormonde's Directions; and 
therefore, upon a C<llation, were to forbear Action, as well as the 
* Frgliſh : That in Caſe the Engliſh alone ett the Army, 28 
| . Eugene 


ey do not pay, to make them 
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 F ugene finding himſelf the ſole Geral at the Head of great 


Numbers of Men, would hazard any Thing to come to an Ac- 


tion; and would not at all ſcruple to ſacrifice Troops, which his 


Maſter did not pay, and which were to be under the Prince's 
Command, only during the Remainder of the Campaign. There- 
c © fore, ſince theſe Propoſals for a Ceſſation neither anſwered the 
_ © Meaſures which the Queen had hitherto taken for a Peace, nor 
© agreed to the Articles, which had been concerted between Her Ma- 
_ © jeſty and the King upon that Subject, the King was perſuaded, | 
© that the Queen would give the Duke of Ormonde full Inſtructions 
4 to ſeparate the whole entire Army, which was in Her Majeſty's 
Pay, and actually under the Duke's Command, from that of 
of Prince Eugene; and, when this was done, the King would be 
ready to deliver up Dunkirk, asit had been agreed upon in the : 


Articles for the Ceflation.” 
The View of this Letter gave the Duke good Reaſon to knw 


that the Queen would approve of his deferring to ſeparate Her 
Troops, and to march towards Dunkirk, till he had ſufficient Aſ- 
ſurance, that the Place would be delivered up to him : Whereas 

now the contrary appeared ſo evidently, that he ſhould have | 
thought himſelf immediately at liberty to act in Conjunction with . 
the Allies, would he have taken upon himſelf to make a Step of | 
that Conſequence, without the Queen's particular Orders; but 


theſe he had further Room to expect, ſince the Allies were now en- 


1 paged? in the Siege of Queſuoy, and in no Condition therefore at pre- 


ent of attacking the Enemy. And the Duke was the leſs uneaſy 


under this Delay, being ſenſible, that England had not been able on 


Her Part to make good the Condition of a General Ceſſation, upon 


95 which the immediate Delivery of Dunkirk was promiſed. 


Monſieur Villars, in his Letter, had invited the Duke of Ormende 


toan Interview, which the Duke (being no Way impowered to 
agree to it, and reſolved never to depart the leaſt Tittle from his 


os InftruQtions) declined, and excuſed himſelf 1 in a Letter to the Ma- 
f reſchal. 


While the Duke was ; Ang an Exprelo with an 3 £ 


of all theſe Proceedings, a Meſſenger brought him a Letter, o ] 
; 2 the 14th, from Mr. Secretary St. Fohn, which gave thz | 


uke an Account, * That the e 3 returned from France the 


Night before, and that Her Majeſty's Demands were complied 
© with to Her Satisfaction. If therefore his Grace had anv Difficul- 
© ties, as ſeveral were foreſcen, which might ariſe in taking Poſſeſ- 

ſion of Drunkir4, he might keep his Army entire; and the er 


© ſures were ready | in Ergland, for ſending over Troops \ufkcien 


for that Service: That nothing could be more dreadſul to 3 


© Dutch, than this Town in Engliſh Hands: That he was there- 
0 fare to conſider the Temper they were in; and, if he were likely 


« to 


OW — 


22 * 
| to have the leaſt Diſturbance given him on this Account, he was to 
_ © keep the Secret, ſend his Accounts to the Queen, and in the mean 
Time ſhould be ready to enter the Place from England; where 
Means would be found of concerting Things ſo, that the Declara- 
tion for a Suſpenſion of Arms ſhould be exactly tim'd with the E- 
_ © yacuation of Dunkirk, If he had taken Poſſeſſion, well: If not, 
i they could be able to do it from thence ; and perhaps, in the pre- 
s ſent Ferment, he had better lie ill, and let Dunkirk be pafleſs' d 
© firſt, and the Clamour happen afterwards. 
115 On the 5th of July came another Letter, of June the 20th, from # 
te Secretary, informing the Duke, That the Queen had order d 
my Lord Strafferd to make all poſſible Haſte to the Army, with 
8 Inken, which were neceſſary in this critical Conjuncture: 
That the Foreign Miniſters had been told, that the Queen would 
look upon Herſelf as acquitted from all Obligations of Arrears of 
_ © Subſidies, or Pay, to that Prince whoſe Troops ſhould refuſe to 7 
© obey Her General's Orders without Hefitation : That his Grace 2 
© ſhould declare as much to thoſe who commanded them, and re- 3 [4 
© quire a poſitive Anſwer from them: That, till my Lord Straffordrg 5 Ya 
© came, the beſt Uſe his Grace could make of the intermediate 
1 Time, would be, to continue inſtantly on his Guard, and to ſpeak hs 
i in the plaineſt and moſt reſolute Manner to them.“ ; 
Encloſed came a Copy of a Letter, from the Secretary to the 
Marquis of Tercy, of the ſame Date, the Subject of which was; 
That the Queen, having receiv'd an en, of what had paſs'd, 
© both from the Duke of Ormende, and from France, commanded 
him to acquaint the Marquis, how very great a Diſſatisfaction it 
vas to Her to ſee, that the Enemies of Peace had again found out 
Means to retard its Concluſion, by expofing the Methods, by 
which it was to be gain'd, to new Difficulties and Dangers. But 
_ © as Her Majeſty had taken a firm and immoveable Reſolution, not 
to give the leaſt Way to thoſe Obſtructions, and to continue Her 
© utmoſt Endeavours, in Concert with the King, towards eſtabliſn- | 
A ing a general Peace; ſo She did not doubt, but She ſhould be able MN 
© to defeat the laſt Efforts of thoſe, who either ſought their own 1 
© Intercſt, or gratiſy'd their private Reſentments, in prolonging the 
_«£ Miſeries of War. That he, in the Queen's Name, had declar'd 
a to the Miniſters of thoſe Princes, who had Troops in Her Pay, 
< that, in this Juncture, Her Majeſty would look upon the Con- 
duct of Foreign Generals, as a Declaration of their Maſters, for, 
© or againſt Her ; ; ſince they muſt either follow the Plan, which 
© She had laid for obtaining a Peace, or that, which the Emperor 
c and tle States had form'd for the breaking it off. That the Queen 
could not hut perſuade Herſelf, that thofe Generals, after a little 
Reflection, would obey the Duke of Ormmd-'s Orders without 
the leaſt Helitation ; but if tl hey did nat, Her Majeſty would pay 
: 88 * thoſe 
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C thoſe Troops no longer. That thoſe Miniſters bad writ to their 


Generals by this Courier; and the Duke of Ormonde would re- 
ceive Orders, not only to make the ſame Declarations, but to 


© put them immediately in Execution, if they refus'd to obey. That 


the Queen thought this Method could not fail of ſucceeding ; but 
* in Caſe any of the Foreign Troops perſiſted in their Deſign of 
«* ftaying with Prince Eugene, the Duke of Ormonde ſhould retire 
© with the Engliſb Forces, and all the Foreigners, who would march 
© with him, (which to be ſure would be the greateſt Part of them) 
© and declare, that Her Majeſty would no longer act againſt France, 


ner pay thoſe that did. That Her Majeſty, who had hitherto ob- 
© fery'd Meaſures with Her Allies, being forc'd by them to ſuch an 


_ © Extremity as this, thought Herſelf juitified before God and Men, 
and at Liberty to carry on the Negotiations at Utrecht, or elſ-- 
where, without regarding, whether they concurr'd with Her or 
no. So that, if the King would ſurrender the Towns and F orts 


of Dunkirk into the Queen”: Hands, tho” all the F oreign Tro 


1 < tire from the Theatre of War; : and fince there would be but a 


bbeliev'd the King would find his Account in them, as well u 


Dun iri, for © the Surrender of it, his Grace would immediate] 
© execute, what the Secretary had propos'd 3 and, in that Cafe, Her 


* ſeihon of that Place, which woud be a Way lefs liable to Acci- 


1 ſhould refuſe to obey the Duke of Ormende, Her Majeſty would _ 
d no longer make any Scruple of concluding Her particular Peace; 
and would ſet a Time for the others to come in upon thoſe Condi- 
ttions, which ſhould be agreed upon between Her and France. That 
i the Peace now was in the King's Breaſt : If all the Army of the 
Duke of Ormonde ſhould agree to a Suſpenſion of Arms, the firſt 
Project, which was concerted between them, had its Effect; 1 
| © they did not, the Duke would withdraw, with the E nglifh, fron — 
the Allies, and the Forcign Troops would be left to take Service 
ö with the Dutch ; who were fo far from being left to furniſh this 
| new Expence, that chey were not in a Condition to ſupport the 
Charges they were already at. In ſhort, that England would re- 


\ © few Powers left in a Capacity to make Head againſt France, the - 
Peace might be concluded between theſe two Kingdoms in a few 
8 Wecks. Theſe were the Propoſals Her Majeſty made ; and She 


1 *+ the latter, as the former Plan; and that, beſides, he would 
* « think it for both their Intcreſts, to make immediately a general 
| © Ccfſation, as well by Sea as by Land, between the two Crowns: '® 
0 That every Moment of Time was precious, in ſuch a ſuncture 3 
and therefore the Marquis would di patch a 2 Courier to the Duke, 
es at the ſame Time he ſent to England. If the Duke had Notice, 
© that the King had given Orders to the Officer, who commanded in 


© Majeſty would fend forme Regunen s from Eve lind, to take Poſ- 


* dents, than making a Petachaient from the Duke's Army, as was | 
EF at 
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© at frft defign'd.* The Letter concludes, * That the Queen had 

' © reſolv'd to ſend the Lord Strafferd directly to the Army. ; 
In the 's Letter, (wherein this to the Marquis of Torcy 

was inclos'd) the Duke was further reminded, © That if he receiv'd 

© an Account from the Court of France, that Her Majeſty's laſt 

_ © Propoſals were agreed to, and Orders diſpatch'd for the 3 


of Dunkirk, he would have no more to do, than to declare tile 


_ © Suſpenſion of Arms between Great Britain and France ; ; to keep 
| © the whole Body, which ſhonld obey his Orders, entire, and to 
withdraw, in the beſt Manner, which the — he 
© ſhould be in, would allow of. 
pon the Receipt of theſe Letters, the Duke ſent an Expreſs 
to England, and acquainted Mr. Secretary, What a great Advan- 
tage he ſhould have in this difficult Conjuncture, that the next 
Commands of the Queen were to be brought him by che Earl of 
0 N, d whoſe long Experience, and good Advice would, he 


© hop'd, help him to execute his Orders with better Succeſs, and Ep 
more Satisfaction to Her Majeſty, than he had hitherto been able 


do do; tho' he could ſcarce be fo ſanguine, as to flatter himſelf, ; 


4 that all his Lordſhip had to ſay, would prevail on the Generals of "OM | 


| © the Foreign Troops, in the Queen's Pay, to change their Con- 


| duct, till he had Orders from their reſpective Maſters. That he 4 


e bop d, my Lord Stafford would be able to inform him of the 


© Rout he was to take, that the Troops might not be in Danger of 
© wanting Subſiſtence, ſince the States, to be ſure, would not be 


5 willing we ſhould live upon their Territories; and he could not 


| © fee, hew we could do it any where elſe, without paying for 
what we had; and there was no Pofhbility of ſtaying longer in 
© the preſent Camp, after we had declar'd the Suſpenſion of Arms. 
His Grace added, That he could not conceal from him, that 
© there were Advices from France, which ſaid, that Monſieur Y:l- 
© fars oppos'd, as much as he could, the delivering up Dun4:7k on 
© any other Conditions, than a veneral Suſpenſion between the 
© Queen's Army, and that of the King hes Maler.. 
The Duke had already told the Foreign Generals, how they 


x "ike expect the Queen would reſent their refuſing to obey his 
8 Orders, and had ſent them the Letters tranſmitted from the Mi- 


niſters in England on that dubject. Monſicur Vie, who com- 
manded the Saxon Troops, was the only one he had yet ſeen, ſince 
the ſending of thoſe Letters; and he told bis Grace, That he 


could give no other Anſwer, than he did at firſt ; that he ex- x 


© nected, every Day, poſitive Orders from his Maſter's Miniſter at 


EUrectt; that his Head was at Stabe, and he muſt have a good 


Warrant for what he did 
On Jay the 5th, in the Morning. Nlonſent Jillars ſent a Let- 
ter io the Duke, with the Orders for the Surrender of Dunkirk > © 


In 
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In this he tells ki c That though, as 2 N he ought to 


be griey'd at the Loſs of ſo important a Place, yet he did not re- 


« oret it, ſince it made fo firm a Union between the two Nations. 
© That he ſaw, by the Secretary's Letter to the Marquis of Toncy, 
© that the Queen had taken her laſt Reſolutions, to finiſh the great 


Work of Peace with Firmneſs and Spirit; which had been ſo 
long obſtructed by a malignant Party, and by the Selſ-Intereſt of 


© ſome private Perſons, as ; well as Princes : 


nd = 
< that he found, by what was writ, by the King's * Monſ. Mehrager, 


Onder, to the Count of St. John *, that his 
_ © Maſter had taken the ſame Neos, and would not be want- 


ing in any Thing the Queen ſhould deſire. The Mareſchal con- 

Se. « cludes, with his Approbation of ſending Troops from England, 

© to take Poſſeſſion of Duntiri, and thinks it moſt proper for the 
Intereſt of both Nations, that the Duke ſhould tay at the Head 
of as great a Body of Men, as poſſible. 


The Duke could not but think it a little particular, that, ab 


A2 Detachment was deſign'd to go from the Army to take Poſſeſſion 


of Duni, the Mlareſchal ſent him no Orders for its Surrender, 
but ſaid, they were to go of courſe to the Commander cf that 
Place: And yet now, when he knew the Troops for that Service 
would be ſent f. om Englund, he ſhould diſpatch thoſe Orders im- 
mediately to the Camp; which indeed could be made the leſs Uſe 
of there, fince the Duke neither knew, who commanded the De- 
tachment, nor how to convey the Orders to him, if he had 
—_— : 
Ibo upon the Receipt of theſe Orders for the ba of 
Dunkiri, the Duke was now told, he had no more to do, than to 
declare the Suf penſion of Arms between Great Britain and France, 
and to withdraw in the beſt manner he could; yet, ſince he ex- 
pected every Moment my Lord Strafford, wh freſh Inſtructions 
for his future Conduct, he was not willing to do either of them, 
till that Lotd arriv'd. In the mean Time he ſent Monſicur Villars 


Word, that he hop'd, the ſame Orders had been diſpatch'd to 


Enviand. 6 fince the Troops, deſign'd to take Poſſeſſion of Dun 
15 kirk, were to go from thence. _ 


On the 8th of July, the Prince of "abate, the Pruffia ian Cs 


i ral, waited upon the Duke, and told him, That the Night before, 


he had recciv'd a Courier from the King, his Maſter, in | anfwer to 


what he had writ, upon the firſt Propoſal his Grace had made to 
him ; the King's Anſwer was, That he was extremely ſurpriz'd 


© at what the Queen defir'd, in relation to the withdrawing his 
* 
0 
c wonder'd ſuch a Pr: poſa ſhould be made to his General, with- 
out his being firlt acquainted with it himſelf : That ii in the Queen? $ 


. PR,  Speechy 
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Troops from the reſt of the Allies, and making a Seperate Peace: 1 
That he never had any Intimation of it from the Qucen, and 
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Speech, he did not find any thing varticular mention'd for him, 
but all left at large; that he was dependant upon the Empire 
and, if he ſhould ſeperate from the Imperial Troops, in a Mat- 


happen'd to the Electors of Bavaria and Colagn And therefore 


he hop'd, the Queen could not take 1 it ul, if he kept his Troops 
with thoſe of the Empire. 


Monſieur Bulau (who had firſt gone to the other Army for Ad- 


vice) told the Duke, the ſame Day, That, by his Inſtructions, 
he could not ſeperate his Troops from the Allies, without particular 
Orders from his Maſter ; and that, if he ſhould, his Head muſt, 
_ anſwer for it. The Duke of Virtemberg ſaid, he had a Letter 
from the Dani Miniſter ; but alledg'd, he could not withdraw 

his Troops, without Directions from the King. 


July the 12th, early in the Morning, arriv'd an Expreſs from 


Mr. Secretary St. Jehn, with a Letter, Antec June the 27th, con- 
taining another from the Marquis de Torcy, of July, Giving an 
1 Account of the French King's agreeing to the Queen's Propofals, 
in Relation to Dunkirk,” The Secretary, in his Leiter, tells his 
| Grace, That Sir James Abercroribie and Colonel Xing, had 
been, the Night before, diſpatch'd to Dunkirk, to prepare every 
_ © thing for the Reception of the Queen's Troops, and for the 

* Evacuation of that Place by the French; and, that they would 

inform his Grace of their Arrival there, and of their Proceedings 
in the Execution of Her Majeſty's Commands: That Sir John 
Leake was gone to the Downes, where a conſiderable Squadron of 
Ships was aſſembled, and, he hop'd, that, in the very Beginning 
© of the next Week, the Fleet and Forces would be ready to Sail: 

That the Earl of Strafford's going by the Way of Holland, in- 


ſtead of that of Offend, as was at firſt defign' d, would make him 


© arrive at the Army ſomewhat later than *twere to be wiſh'd ; and 
his Grace would, no doubt, be 1 impatient to receive thoſe Lights 

© and Informations for his Guidance, in this nice Conjuncture 8 

Affairs, which he was amply inſtructed to give him: That upon 


Orders for evacuating Dunkirk, were receiv'd by the Governor, 


and that he was ready to admit the Queen's Troops into the 
Place; his Grace was, without loſing a Moment, if he had not 


done it already, to declare a Suſpention of Arms, and to wit?- 
draw with the Briti Troops, and ſuch others as ſhould obey 


his Orders, according to Her Majeſty's Commands, which had þW 


been ſignified to ie on the 20th. The Secretary deſires his 


ter of this Conſequence, it might be as fatal to him as what had 


4; r 


. 


Grace would obferve, that this Order was Peſitive; and he was 


commanded to cxplain the Reaſons, upon which it was founded 


and why no Caſe could paſſibly happen, in which Her Majeity 1 


would allow, that any other Meaſures ſhquld be taken. If my 
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Lord 85 afford brought his Grace Word, That the Dutch did 


abſolutely agree to a Suſpenſion of Arms, then this Order was 
proper; and E ngliſh and Durch, and all the other Allies, would 
retire together. If he brought his Grace Word, That they 
would abſolutely refuſe the Suſpenſion, then this Order was ne- 
ceſſary; ſince we were not in Circumſtances to have the Law 


dangerous, than even a Refuſal ; fince it could have no other 


by gaining of Time, "and to make us loſe the Opportunity of 


« taking Poſſeſſion of Dunkirk,” The Secretary farther f his 
Grace, That Mr. Hill was appointed to command the Troops 
c that went over, and were to be in Dunkirk ; and that Mr. Sweet 
© had Orders to make no further Payment to any of the foreign 
© Troops, unleſs to ſuch, as his Grace and my Lord Stra ord = 
< ſhould think proper, and deſerving that Diſtinction at the Queen': „ 


© Hands.” 


The Duke 3 diſpatch'd Colonel Lloyd to go to Dun 
irt, with the Orders, which had been ſent from the French Court, 
for the Deliv ery of that Place, and gave the Colonel a Letter to 
Monſieur Villars, in which he acquaints the Mareſchal, of the 
two Officers being ſent to Dunkirk ; and ſince the Mareſchal had 
cg not inform'd him, that the Orders for the Surrender of the Town 
© were ſent to England, he deſires his Aid de Camp might have Li- 
| © berty to carry thither thoſe, which he receiv'd from the Mareſchal : 
e on the 7th. 1 
A little after the Colonel had been diſpatch'd, an Expreſs came 
| from Monſieur Villars, with a Packet directed to the Duke, from 
the Colonels, that were arriv'd at Dunkirk. The Mareſchal tells 


his Grace, © how well ſatisfied he was of his Maſter's Confidence 


in the Queen's Word, and that there ſhould not be the leaſt De- 
© lay, or Difficulty, on his Side, in ſurrendring the Town; but it 
© ſeem'd reaſonable to him, that the Day, both for the Delivery of 
© the Town, and the Suſpenſion of Arms, ſhould be agreed upon 
between them; and he hoped, his Grace would think fo too. 


He adds, I hat he heard the Prince and General Depp had been, 


© the Day before, to reconnoitre Landrecy; and that his Grace 
© © muſt believe, that neither this Enterprize, nor any other, would 
| © be attempted, without all the Oppoſition it was poſſible for the 


King's Troops to give them; and he hoped, the Duke, with the 
Forces under his Command (which muſt, by this Time, have re- 


= < ceiv'd Orders from their Maſters) would x him at full Liber- 
© ty to act or rather, to _ more properly, he believ'd, the 


W | « Diſturbers 


impos'd upon us. And laftly, If my Lord otra ord brought his 
Grace an Account, That the States agreed to a Ceſſation of Arms 

conditionally, and under Reſtriction, either as to Time or Man- 
ner, Her Majeſty muſt look upon ſuch an Agreement to be more 


Conſequence, or Deſign, than to break the Queen's Meaſures, 


ak adi td 


Toa 4 


—— I 


» oy — "* 2 7 — 4 —. 4 — — — *y- „ oy * 
TA 4 br 24 nr ny oo re OI oo TT, | 


. 


r 


. 


5 
. 
; 
= 


— 1 © Wes, 


— 


= 
£ Diſturbers of the 2 Quiet would not Gare to trouble it any 
longer. 

The two C be in their Letter from Dunkirk, acquainted 
the Duke, That they had waited upon the Governar, who told 
them, that Monſieur Vein had lately inform'd him, That the 


King's Orders had been ſent to Mareſchal Villars, for delivering 


© up Dunkirk to Her Majeſty : But, as yet, thoſe Orders were not 


© ceme to his Hands; and, until they were, he could not proceed | 


0 to do any Buſineſs with the Colonels.? 


In the 8 the Duke rece v'd another . bn the Ma.” 


| reſchal, to inform. him, That no Orders, but what his Grace re- 
c ceiv'd, had been ſent for the Delivery of Duztirh, and to defire 


him to appoint a Day when the Place ſhould be deliver'd up, and 
the Suſpenſion of Arms declar'd; and to tell him, that he kept 
Coloncl Llayd at his Quarters, till he had his Grace's Anſwer. 


0 73 he Mareſchal ſays, he finds, by Letters, from Mr. Se. John, 


hat the Execution of both the One, and the other, entirely de- : 


a s upon his Grace.” 


The Foreign Generals conti tinued, moſt of them, reſolute not 0 


march: The Saxon General ſeem'd undetermin d. and ſaid, he 


_ was in daily Expeckation of Orders from his Mafter ; only Mon- 

ſieur Bern, and Monfteur 77alef,, who ſeveral commanded the 
Eatelners and the Liege Dragoons, told the Duke, That ſuch of 

their Troops, as were paid by the Queen, would obey the Orders 


he ſhould give them. 


The ſme Evening the Lord Ser affor 4 arriv'd: At as his Grace | 

had been long impatient for his coming; fo upon diſcourſing with 
? 

him, he wiin'd his Lordſhip had brought thoſc Lights, which his 


Grace had {o much Reaſon to expect. 


Next Morning the Duke difpatch'd an u Experls to a Vil. 


lors, to let him know, the Suſpenſion of Arms only ſtuck at him: 


© That he might ſee, by an incles'd Extract of a Letter from Ir. 


S'. F252, that it ought to follow the Declaration, the Governor 
© of Dunkirk was to make, of his bei: ng ready to deliver up the 


* 


Diſpoſtions were making t! cre, for the Reception of the Queen's 
| ) i 


* 


* 
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© do, but to name the Dax, and inform hi m cf it. His Grace adds, 
That my Lord Straford arriv'd the Night before, and gave him 
« Hepes, that Things were now in a fair Way of being adjuſted, 
tor the Good of the common Cauſe, 


On the 14th of Jeg „ the Duke receiv'd an Account * Mon- 


ſieur Fillars, That he had ſent Colonel LI toivwares to Dun. 


kirk 


Town; and therefore defir'd, he would oive Colonel L!zzd a 


iroops ; and rat, 2S ſoon as ever he had an Account, that the 
© Governor Was re: ady to ſurrender it, he would immediately de- 
clare a Suſpenfion of Arms; and th e Marcſchal had nothing to 
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© fir, with all the neceſſary Orders tor its Surrender, and that his 


© Grace might reckon upon it as a Thing done. He tells the 


Duke, That as it was a great Advantage to them, not to be 


© oblig'd to fight againſt the braveſt and the boldeſt of their Ene- 


© mies, ſo it was of Importance to them, to know the Number of 


© Enemics they had left; and therefore he defired to know from 
c his Grace, what Troops, and what Generals would obey his Or- 
ders; becauſe, the firſt Attempt the Enemy made, he would not 
< loſe one Moment to meet them: That the King had given him 


Liberty to fight, of which nothing but the Negotiations of Peace 


had hitherto depriv'd him, and of which his Army was eager to 
© take the Advantage : That he believ'd, every thing would be 
© concluded, if the Troops under his Grace's Command would 


< follow his Orders. He deſir'd, his Grace would not think it an 


© indiſcreet Curioſity, that he beg d tome Light might be given him 
c in this Affair. - 
In the mean Time Prince 1 gene ſent the Duke Word, by an 
Aid de Camp, that he intended to march on the 16th. The next 
Morning, the Duke ſent to let the Prince know, he was fur- 
priz d at his Neflage, there having not been the leaſt previous Con- 


cert with him, nor any mention made, which Way, or on what 


| Deſign he was to march ; and, therefore, he could not reſolve 
to march with him ; much leſs could the Prince expect any Aſſi- 
ſtance from the Queen's Army, in any Deſign thus e 3 
That he thought fit to acquaint him of this beforehand, that he 
might take his Meaſurts aceordingly, and not attribute to his Grace 


any Misfo ortune, which might happen to himr The Duke likewiſe 
let him know, that when ke march'd, he himſelf ſhould be oblig d 
to take the delt Care he cculd for the Security of the Queen's 
Troops, and to change his Camp, in order to it. 


The ſame Morning the Duke ſent to Monſicur Pillars, to ac- 


quaint him, That, at preſent, *rwas impoſſible for him to re 


© ſolve his Quettion 3 ; but the next Day, he believ'd, he c * 
give a ſatistlactory Anſwer : That, as to the Suſpenſion, he only 
« waited for an Account from Dantirt; but that, on his Side, it 
© had its Effect 2 already, fince he had told the Prince and the De- 

5 puties, that, if they went upon any new Attempt, he could 

give them no Manner of As Altence with the Army of the 


Queen.“ 


At Noon, Celoncl Lleyd arriv d from Bab , with an TER, 
count, That the Governour was ready, in Obedience to the King's 


Orders, to concert Meaſures with the Officers ſent thither for that 
Purpoſe, in order to evacuate the Place, and receive Her Majeſty's 
Troops. The Colonel brought a Letter at the fame Time from: 


 Monheur Jllars, in which the Mareſchal tells the Duke, That 


* fiance every thing was ready far the © render of Dunkirk, the. 
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King had commanded him to declare a Suſpenſion of Avis on 


© the 18th, believing, the Town would be evacuated by that 
Time; and, if his Grace thought fit, he might declare it on the 
< ſame Day: That he had Advice, Prince Eugene was to march 


© To-morrow ; and his Grace would ſce, that, if the Attem 


vas upon Landrecy, his Army would be in the Mareſchal's Way, 
when he march'd towards that Place : he calls this a Conjuncture 
dien vive z and he thinks, he ſays, the Dutch Army very bold, 
if they ſhould dare to deſpiſe the Alliance and Kindneſs of the | 
Queen; and the Imperialiſts very ungrateful, for the great Aſſi- 
© ſtance and Advantages they have had From England. He repeats 


again his Deftres to know, what Troops would ſtay with his 


Grace, tho? he had the Satisfaction to find, that they were eas'd 
© of their dangerous Enemics, ſince che brave * were no lon- 
4 ger fo. 
On che 16th, Prince Bre according to the Reſolution he 
: had taken, march* d; and all the Foreign Troops in the Queen's 
Pay, except the i: ae and Hallof's Dragoons, march'd with 
bim. The Generals of thoſe T roops came to take leave of the 
Duke with great Civility; expreis'd much Concern for the Separa- 
tion, and hop'd, ſome happy 3 would ſoon unite them 
again. The Duke had not f zen the Deputies for ſome Time; and 
the Prince had not been with him in a Fortnight. The r : 
that join'd the Prince, were poſted between the Engliſh Horſe and 
| Foot; which were now left at a great Diſtance from each other; 
and under this ill Situation might, in a few Hours, have been fallen 
upon with Succeſs, had the II. reſchal thought fit to make uſe of 


the Advantage, which the Prince's March put into his Hands. In 
the mean Time, the Princes Army, even when ſeparated from 


the Eugiib, was fill numerous en zough, to be under no Apprehen- - 
tions from the French. | 
The Duke immediately ſore an Account of Prince 8 5 
March, and of the "Troops, which went with him, to Monſficur 
| Fillars, telling him, That hitherto he had been in doubt, what 
' + Courſe the Generals of the Foreign Troops would take, ſince 
there was Room to believe, that ſome of them had Orders to act, 
more conformably to the Stipulations made with their Maſters : | 
© That, to ſhew our Sincerity, he had made a Propoſal to take 
+ forme Baitakons and Squadrons, Which were in the Joint-Pay, 


into the Sole Pay of the Queen: That he muſt put him again in 


« Niind, that the  Suſpenfion of Arms, on his Side, had its Effect, 


by the Separation he had made of the Queen's Troops, with all 


the Artillery > from thoſe of Prince Eug Lene, and by his Declara- 25 
tion of not gi ing chem Alry Aen. Baſides v vhich, the Pay- 


ment of the Foreign Tro: Ps was ſtopt, and conſequently all the 
* Burtzen of the War would lie upon the Duich, which they 


3 | Ts © would. 
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Kink Of his De Go of marching 
Ire, and of the great Satisfaction, he ſhould have in an Interview 
© with him; but, that at preſent he thought it would make a 
great deal of Neife, and give but too much Colour to thoſe, who 

© had now none at all, to jut fy their Conduct.“ The Duke fur- 


« would not long be able to ſuppo port : That he ſhould make a Move. 


ment the next Day, and ſhould be ready to declare the Suſpen- 


« ſion, at the Time he had mentioned. 
Monſieur Villars return'd an Anſwer to this immediately, and 


defir'd to know of the Duke, What Way he delign'd to march, 
© and for that Reaſon he would ſtay another Day in his Camp: 
© That he look'd upon his Grace now, as no longer an Enemy ; 
Z and, therefore, that his Grace might encamp, 
proper, in any of the King's Territories; the Dutch being in 
_ © Poffefhion of moſt of the Towns in Flanders, which they never 
© would have been, had the Generals, which preceded his Grace, 

© had a 
He added, That in this critical Juncture, he thought it would 
© be highly expedient, that he might confer with his Grace and my  # 
Lord Strafferd, and propos'd an Interview between his Camp, | 
and Cateau Cambreſis. 


if he thought it 


greater Regard to the Intereſts of their Queen and Country. 


The Dukereceiv'd another Letter this Dar, th to the ſame 


this Declaration by Sound of Trumpet would be ſufficient, wich- 


© out Exchange of Trumpets ; however, if his Grace lk'd the | 
latter Method ag. he was ready to comply with it.“ : 


The Duke, be 


ing willing to lofe no Time, and judging it beſt 
"Ex the Security 


of his Troops, march'd on the 17th; and the 


Route he gave out he wou'd take, was to //* Linton, on the Lys, 
where they might ſubſiſt equally on the Chatellanies of Liſe and 
Ipres. 
order'd the Ceſſation of Arms to be declar'd, and, in the Evening, 


While the Army halted, he, according to his Inſtructions, 


an Expreſs brought an Account from the French Camps that the | 


like was done there. 


The fame Day he ſent a Lanier to the Mareſchal, to acquaint 
to ſome Place between Lie and 


ther inform'd him of His ſending Word to the Forcign Generals, 

that he had declar'd a Ceſſatien of Arms; ; and, that it they ee; 

make any Uſe of it, they had nothing to do, but to rejoin him. 
At Night, the Duke gave an Account of all theſe Proceedings 


to the Secretary, © And deſir'd to have the Queen's poſitive Or- 


© ders, how he was to diſpoſe of his imall Body of Tee and of 
the Artillery : W het! her he ſhould go towards Pundit, or Ghent; 
© if to the ſormer, What wis to be done itt the i ite Stores, 


Se. 


beſides which, the Marcſchal acquaints him, That, 5 3 
_ © fince his Grace judg d it proper, he would, To-morrow, de- 
clare the Suſpenſion of Arms through all his Army ; ; ſuppoſing, 


that his Grace would do the ſame through his: That he thought 7 
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Monſieur Villars; and, 


to the Confidence recomi 
8 © him, what he mult have 8 from other Hands. 


Ec. and with the Troops i in the latter, which were a Battalion 
© in the Town, and five hundred detach'd Men in the Citadel. 
£ The Duke left it to him to conſider, in what Manner we ſhould 


© be look'd upon there, if any Misfortune ſhould happen to the 
© Allies, after our ſeparating from them: And that he might judge 


© of the Inclinations of the City of Ghent, by the Grand Bailiff's 5 
_ © ſending to Prince Eugene, to know, how he ſhould govern himſelf 
_ © in this difficult Conjuncture. 
c 1 and ſubmitted it to the Queen, whether it might not be 
© proper, to put ſome more Troops into Duniirk ; fince *twas the 
common Report, that no more than four Battalions were ſent 
© from England. His Grace could not but take Notice to the Se- 
| © cretary, that he was very much ſurpriz'd to find, by his Diſcourſe 
«* with my Lord Strafferd, that the Report of his having ſhewn = 
© to Prince Eugene and the Deputics, his Orders to undertake no- 
© thing, had gain'd Belicf in 2 ngland : 
- his Eye upon his Letters, of the 28th and 29th of May, and 
Ath of June, he would ſee the whole of what his Grace had ſaid 
don that Occaſion; 
© Juſtice to repreſent this in ſuch a Manner to the Queen, that a 
Story ſo groundleſs might make no Impreſſion on Her Majeſty, 
-* wo whoſe Commands he ſhould ever pay the exacteſt e ara di : 
Another Thing the Duke could not but obſerve to him, That 
© the Conduct of the Foreign Generals 


That he heard the like from other 


That, if he pleas'd to caſt 


and therefore hop'd, he would do him the 


© what he foreſaw long before, as the 


Upon the March we made the 18th, my Lord Strafferd, 2nd 


ſome of our Officers, being defirous to pats thro? Bauchain, were 
told at the Gates, that the Commandant had poſitive Orders to let 
no Exgliſpman into the Town : 
t, confirm? d it, and deny'd them Admittance. 
near Doay, the ſame Thing happen'd there, with a little more 
Aggravation, though the Qucen had large Stores, and a Ho! Paal 
there; ; Nay, it was with great Difiiculty the Commandant could be 


And the Commandant, being ſent 


prevail'd upon, to let the Corps of Colonel Hars in, to be bu ried. 
Upon this the Duke (fince the Queen had left it to bim, to act, in 
the preſent Circumſtances, as he ſhould think it moſt conv cnient. 


and moſt ſafe) thought it was Time to provide, as well for the Se- 
curity of the Troops he had with him, as of thoſe in the Town 


and Citadel of Ghent, where we had like wiſe our Artillery Stores; 


and therefore he alter'd his Rout, and march d to- wards that 


Placa. 


This 


was exactly anſwerable to 
Ane might find, it was 
« publickly talk'd of in the Camp, before he had intimated it to 
as he knew, the Mareſchal had too 
good Intelligence to be ignorant of it, he thought it moſt agrecable 
ended to them, not to conceal £ from 


When we came 
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This gave ſuch _ Alarm to Prince Eugene and the Deputie®» 


that they thought fit, on the 19th, to fend Count Naſſau to the 


Duke, with a Memorial, net Sign'd, © To repreſent to him, in the 


< moſt convincing Manner, that, after the Excuſes made by the 
Lord Albermale, the Day before, at Bouchain, they were extremely 


« difſatisfy*d, to hear, by the publick Report, that the Commandant 


© of Douay had likewiſe refus'd to admit ſome of the Engliſh Offi- 


© cers, and to let out the Undertakers for the Queen's Magazines. 


© That they were very much mortify'd at the extraordinary Con- | 


duct of thoſe two Commandants; and aſſur'd his Grace, they had 


c abſolutely no Orders for ſo doing, directly or indirea!y ;- and that 
1 they, the Deputies, not only diſavow'd their Proceedings, but 
© would give them ſuch a Reprimand, as they deſerv'd: That they 
were aſſur'd, my Lord Duke was fatisfy'd with the Declaration 
| © made by the Lord Albemarle; but, however, as the World might 
be inclin'd to interpret theſe Accidents to their Diſadvantage, the 
_ © Deputies thought fit to renew their Proteſtations, by Count Na. 
© ſau, that they were ſo far from giving any Hindrance to the 
March of the Engliſh Troops, that they have done, and always 
s will do, every Thing that lies in their Power to facilitate it, as 


c well as what r 


< pen'd at Bouchain, they gave Orders, by the Lord Albemarle, to 


© all the Places upon the Lys and the Scheld, to prevent the like for 
| © the future; and that, after having heard of what paſs'd at Dovay, _ 
= they had ſent Directions for the Magazines, Baggage, &c. to have 
© the Liberty of following the Army: That all theſe are inconteſt- 
© able Proofs, that they have omitted nothing which might be of 


© any Aſſiſtance to him: That they ſhould always continue in the 


< ſame Opinion; and they hop'd, that thoſe Accidents would nut 
be imputed to them, which they had no Share in, but happen'd 
© rather by Chance, and through the Fault of the Commandants ; 
and that no ill Interpretations ſhould be ſuffer'd to be made, to 
_ © exaſperate the Spirits of both Nations, which was the only Thing 
ein the World they labour'd to prevent. That tho? his Grace had 
© made no Complaint of this Matter, they would not loſe one Mo- 
ment to repreſent to hun the Truth of it; and fo prevent any 
Diſſatisfaction it might create, before he had a true State of the 


« Caſe, | oa 


regards the Subſiſtence of thoſe Forces: That there- 

© fore they aſſure and promiſe Þis Grace, that there ſhould be full 
© Liberty given him, to have his Bread from thoſe Towns, where 
the Magazines were: That, as ſoon as his Grace had march'd, 

c they ſent Orders to all the Magiſtrates of the Chatellenies, to de- 
© liver out Forage in the Place, where he ſhould encamp: That, 
| © a5 ſoon as ever they heard of the Inconvenience which had hap- 
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As ben as Count Naſſau was gone, Count Hompeſcb, Gover- 
nor of Dc»ay came, and aſſur'd the Duke, that the Commandant 
of that Place had no Orders from him, to reſuſe our Officers Ad- 
mittance into the Town. Be examin'd thoſe Officers, about the 
Circumſtances of the Fact: The Count march'd with us the next 

Day to Flerival, and had by that Means an Opportunity to ſee, 
what we were doing, and to frame ſome Conjecture of our future _— 


De ſigus. 


The Duke, b all the Apolopies and Be which | 
had been made to him, could r not believe, the Commandants would 
| have dar'd to make ſuch a Step, unleſs they had expreſs Orders for 
it. He was the more perſuaded of this, becauſe, whenthe Deputies | 
nſt heard of his Deſign to withdraw the Queen's Troops, they could 
not ſorbear ſaving, that they hop'd he did not intend to march thro? 


any of their owns; and there was little Room to doubt, whe- 
ther thoſe Orders were general, ſince, after the preſenting chis Me- 


morial, the ſame Difculties happen'd at Teurnay, Audenard, and 
Liſle, as had at Bouchain, and Douay. 


The Uſage Captain Hart 


met with, was very extr. aordinary, and muſt not be omitted: He 


was ſent Expreſs to Exglaud by the Duke, on the 17th ; when he 


came to Hajpre, the In erialifts would not let hl thro' ; *twas 


d they told him, and they could not examine bim then: 
Upon which he was forc'd to return, and ſet out again next 


Morning. At Ceurtrar, he took a Guide to conduct him to Brau- 


cs, and, when he t hought he was at the Gates of that City, he 
found himſelf 15 Presses hem, which was eight Leagues out of the 
Way: And th the Guide 
Order. At Bruzes, aer the had v 
the Burgomaſter ſcin him WW 1 *” would not admit him ; at 
laſt the Gate was open'd, but the Bu irgomaſter took Care to tri- 
fic away two or Lures Hours, before the Captain could get * 5 
| Horſes. 


Ihe Duke's Defien n was to aſe "that 45 all poſt himſelf vel 


conſeſs'd, he e eg done this by! nis Maſter's 


the Caral of Brages : A Letter he had receiv'd the Day before, 


Hon the Sceretary, renew'd the Queen's Directions to him, to act 
as he ſhould judge molt pr oper. and this f:em'd to be the mia con- 
venlent Situation for him, to receive and execute ſuch further Or- 


ders, as Her Nlajeſty ſhould think fit to grve him, as well in Re- 


gard to other Points relating to Her Service, as to the City of Bru- 
Ces, here ſome I hings had lately paſs'd, very little conſiſtent with 


th e Roper they ow'd to the Queen. For ſome of the Magiſtrates 


had :pplv'd to the Council of State, and dcfir'd they would pu 
tem in a Condition, to ſecure tacraſclres againſt their Enemies, 


the Suni. The Council referr'd the N atter to Prince Exgene, 


and *7 wilt them à Letter on the - 126 6 from £/4{pre, that he had al- 
. | | ready 


ted two Hours at the Gate, ; 
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ready been conſidering, how he might put a ſufficient Garrif In into 
that Place. Some Deputies from G bent had been with the Council of 
State upon the ſame Errand, and they were ſent back, s Welles 


thoſe of Bruges, with ſtrict Orders to be upon their Guard. At 


the ſame Time, the Duke was inform'd, that a Battalion of 37-- 
tral, which were Siw:/5, had lately been ſent from Binchain to 
_ Ghent; and that the Dich ſo far reſented the Conduct of Mefeurs 
Barner andi alif, who march'd with him, that they turn'J them out 
of their Poſts of M Jor-Cenerals. Before the Duke left this Camp, 
| Colonel King brought him the News, that the Queen's Troops 


weere entirely in Poſleſtion of Dunkirk, and the Forts belonging 
| to it. 


On the 23d, the Duke: went to Ghent, and had all the Civilitizs 


paid him, which could be expected from the Magiſtrates ; and on 
the 25th he encamp'd, with the Right on the Canal of Bre, 3s | 
and the Left upon the Lys, within half a League of Ghent; by 
- which he ſccur'd to himſelf that City, and was at Hand to throw _ 
ſome Lroops into Bruges, and to fend ſach a Reinforcement, as 
ſhould be thought neccffary for Dunkirk, Brigadier Sutten, who 


went to Bruges, fent the Duke an Account, how well-difpos' dhe 
found the Chief Magiſtrates of that Town, to do any Thing his. 


Grace ſhould defire, and that they would make no Difficu ſty of 


allowing a free Paſſage to any of our T roops thro" the Lon 
or receiving what Garrifon he Would Lit wk proper to fend 


them. 


On the 26th his Grace receiv'd, by an Expreſs, , from my Lord 
el:ngbrexe, Secretary of State, a Letter of the 11th of Fly. 


| My Lord tells him, © That he is particularly directed by the 
5 Qz; een, to beg his —— by acquainting his Grace, that no 
der rice could be more ag crecable to Her, than that, Which he has 


« done Her, and his Countr: , in this nice Conjuncture of Affairs. 


That She thanks him for it, and that She will never forget the 


exact Obedience, wich he h ad paid to Her Orders, nor the ad- 
mirable Patience and Temper, which he had ſhewn in fo uneaſy 
a Situation. "That the Antwer his Grace had ſent to Prince Eu- 
gene on the 17th, was exactly as the Queen would have wiſh' ad i 


+ 


t; anc her Majeſty thought, nothing could ſet the unjuſtifiable 


Proceedings of the All CS in a ; tronger Light. That it had been . 


Mater of the uting l E ancern to the Queen, to obi. erve the In- | 
« perialifts, and the States reſolv'd upon ſuch Extremities. She 
had long covrted them to come into more reafunabic Maſures 3 

and tacre was no Room to de wht, but th ey might, by revie ing 
the eee at Utrecht, and conſenting to a Cet tation, whiltt . 
Duni w 25 in our 3 obtain for the whole * -F2C 

ample Satisfaction in ail their Pretenſions: But fince their Fate 
aung upon then, aud they would venture all to =r ce the 
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£ : Queen, rather than ſecure all by complying with Her, let 


the Conſequences be hm they will, the Blame could never 


de Eid upon 10 Her Myeſty would ſupport what She had un- 


© dertaken; and he prays God, they do not find Reaſon to repent 


« their ralh Counſcls, and inflexible Odſtinacy. That the Queen 
bad conſider'd, what his Grace had propos d concerning the Re- 
< treat, which he ſhould make with the ſmall Body of Troops, 
< now remaining under his Comments And She thought it for 
« zany Reaſons moſt adviſable, that his Grace ſhould march to 


* Bunt dirk, unless ſeme Odjection, unforeſeen in England, might 


ariſe. There his Grace might continue for fone Time, and, 
* x5 ſoon as they had Notice of His bending that Way, Mezfures 
would be taken for ſupporting him there, and for ſupplying 


t whatever the Trocps might have occaſion for. The preſent 
« Garriſon in the Town, Citadel and Forts of Drunkiri, was cer- 


t tainty too weak; and beſides, they ſhould hare e e to with» 
« draw tie 1 who made a third Part of the Numder of _ 
Men, who went with Mr. Hill. Treas likewiſe neceſſary, the 
0 Queen ſhould have at that Place an Artillery of Her own, 


s with Stores, Gunners, Sc. Theſe Ends would be all much 


| © better, much ſconcr, and much cheaper anſwer d, by his 
< Grace's moving to „Wert „ than my other Way; and there- | 
fore he would pleaſe to loſe no Time in putting this in Execution, 
unless, as was ſaid above, ſome Objection appcar'd to his Grace, 
_ $ which they were not appriz d of. A Detachment of the Queen's 


< Forces being {till in Glen, together with a Quantity of Stores, 


< Her Majeſty would have his Grace withdraw both the one and the 


© other from thence ; and he would pleaſe to ſecure, in the firſt 


_ Place, that Point. Her Majeſty did not perceive any great Dif- 
_ © heulty at preſent in it : I ime might perhaps produce ſome; and, 


< in our Circumſtances, as little as poſfible ſhould be left to hazard, 
Hi Grace, at the fame Time ke refolv'd to march to Duntirk, 


© was to communicate Eis Deiizn to Monfeur F77r5, to concert 
win him whatever might be neccfiary, either for the Eaſe of the 
\. + Coun ntry, or in other Reſpects; and to promiſe him, in Her Ma- 
bo roy 'S? dame, full 3 for 8 the Queen's Forecs 
hould take of the Subjects of France. In his, [the Secretary's] 
$ . iſpatch to Monſieur Torcy, this Particular would be mention d. 
5 His Grace need be under no Sort of Concern about the focliſa 
© Lye, which the Dureh broach'd, and which their Emiſſanics a- 
5 broad, and their Allies there, affected to diſperſe. The Queen 
£c e Ae e him to ſay, She never depended on any Relations f 
his Grece's Conduct, but his own ; and, that She defir'd, he 


would be perſuaded, this Story gain'd no tet with Her. 
< Thar Care would be taken do V all ſuch Pav, as he 
5 ſhould have been pens sd to order; and Her Majelty would 
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© have his Grace take Notice to Walef, how well ſatisfy'd She was 


c with his Behaviour, and affure him, in all Events, of Her Pro- 
c tection.” ; 
This Morning an Account came from Bra ſelx, 4 
Deſcat of that Body of Troops, 8 {ioemarie 
at Denarn. 


— Theſe Circumſtances, and the diſl 


pihibly ſome Points, which might deſerve to be contider'd. For 
it we had entirely evacuated Ghent, there were then two Duc 
Battzlions there, which tis natural to believe, would have imme- 


diately poſſeſs d themſelves both of the Town and Citadel; ani 

the Duke doubted, whether this was agreeable to Her Mi- 

jeſty s Intentions. If che Queen reſobhꝭ d to Keep à Footing in this 
Country, his Opinion was, that, when a competent Number of 
| Battalions was ſent to Duntirt, four might be put into Brages, 

and the reſt into CH nt, in both which Places there would be me | 

| — and che Horſe might D 0 1 


Bing res. 


The next Day 2 | Trumpet came from Monfeur Vilkers - The 
Mareſchal in his Letter tells the Duke, That the Enemy had 
been made ſenſible, that the Departure of the brave Exz& was 
© not at all happy for them; fince the Queen's Troops no ſooner Wi 
leit the Allies, than the Misfortune happen 'd to them, which bes 
Grace would read in the enclos d: containing a particular Ac- 
count of the Defeat of the Lord * O . and of — 5 
N being taken Priſoner at Denaix. | 
Type Lord Allemarle himſelf, wrote to Do Duke on this Oc 
Gow, July the 29th, deſiring his Grace's good Offices, that, by 
the Means of them, he might be excus d from being carried into 
France, and might, either de exchang d for one of the Frexch | 
Senne rals in England, OT permit: ed to go > with his Family to . i 
2: A la Chapel: . ; 
be Duke wrote, PO next Daw: - to e Filars, and 
recommended the Lord Abe marie to him; and again, in his Let- 5 
ter. cf the 4th : wherein alſo he thanks him, for the Orders he |þ 
had ſent to "the French Incendants, to facilitate Tac March of our 


Troops fo Durs: K. 
Count 4 Uſel had been at Ghent, te wait upon te Duke 


from the Council of State, and. by Virtue of his Commiſion, 
Olcited the ſparing of the Country, as much as might de. The 
Duke, tho' he wis perſuades, that it would be as agreeable to 
te e S Intentions, as to his on Inclinations, to make the 


66 | Burthm | 


Power, which the 

Queen was pleas'd to entruſt the Duke with, made bim defex the 
| Proceeding any further in the IEA of Her Majety” s kt Or- 
ders, till he ſhould know, whether they thought fit to take any. 
new Reſolutions thereupon 3 and . was of Opinion, there were 
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Burthen as light as poſſible, to a People, who had, of late, ſuf- 
fered ſo much: Yet thought it a Picce of Juſtice due to Her 
_ Majefty's Troops, when the Country propos'd to deliver the Fo- 
rage, to inſiſt on the ſame Quantity, proportionable to the Num- 
| ber of Troops, as was furniſh'd in the late King's Time, when 
Prince Vaudemont commanded : Efpecially, ſince this Charge 
would ſoon diminiſh, by his ſending {x Battalions to Dunkirk, 
and four or hve to Br uges. 
Tpbe next Day a Meflenger arriv'd from the Lad Beliaghrele £ 
In this Letter of July the 18th, his Lordſhip inform'd the Duke, 
»That, by Her Majeſty's Command, he had expreſs'd to him, 
das well as he could, in his Letter of the 13th, Her entire Ap- 
_ © probation of his Grace's Conduct, in every Thing he had then 
done: He was now directed to acquaint him, That She was 
« equally ſatisfy'd with the Meaſures he had fince taken, and to 
< repeat Her Thanks to him, in Terms ſuitable to the Service, he 
had perform'd ; but they would be ſuch, as, he confeſs'd, he 
< wasat a Loſs to find. He was particularly commanded to ſay, 
< That, tho* the Orders, which he tranimitted to his Grace in 
« his laſt, did appear to Her Majeſty, at that Time, to be the 


moſt proper that could be poem him; the Methods he had pur- 
« {\e, were ſo rightly judg'd, and fo well —_— to the preſent = 


_ Conzuncture of Affairs, that they anſwer d in every Point, what 
She would have wiſh'd. He was further to ſay, That She was 
© unwilling to reſtrain his Grace by particular and poſitive Inſtruc- 
s tions, who made Uſe of the difcretionary Power given him, fo 
© much to her Honour, and the Good of Her Service. The News 
© of Duntiri's being in our Han 4 could not have been follow'd 
G by any more agrecable, than that of his Grace's having directed 
© his March towards Ghert As by the Poflezion of the former 
Place, we ſhould Treat with the French under great Advantage; 
© ſo by the Steps, which he had taken for ſecuring the latter, the 5 
© Dutch and Imperialiſts would be brought to a more Soon un Way 
© of R=haviour to the Quecn, than they had hitnerto been in. Her 
« Majclty recommended to her Grace, in general, the ſecuring to 
« himſelf the Pofſcfion of Ghert, as long as might be thought ne- 
1 « ceſlary ; as alſo the reinforcing me Garrifon of Dunkir#, and 
+. « the 3 iſulung that Place with what Stores he might have to ſpare, 
and which t he Garrifon might be in want of. The Scerctary 
0 « likewif acquainted his Grace, of a Lets the Marquis of T rcy 
© had difpatch'd to him, upon receiving the News of the Earl of | 
«< fherzgrle's Defeat at Derain - In wie 7 the French Miniſter took 5 
Notice of the Advantage, which Her RI. ty had at this 1 ime 
© over the Dutch; and in Imuated, That 8 ze might cave the Law 
« to chaſ: IIS provided She made the ligt Lf: of Gent and 
& B. 8 ge 
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© Bruzes, which his Grace was in Poſſeſſion of.” The Secretary 2 
Anſwer to that Part of the Marquis's Letter, by Her Majeſty's 
Command, was no more than this: That the Queen would take 
all the Meaſures, that were conſiſtent with Juſtice, and with Ho- 
© nour, to overcome the Obſtinacy of Her Allies, and to oblige them 
to conſent to 2 general Peace; and that already he had writ to 
© his Grace to be upon his Guard, and to ſecure the Poſſeſſion of 

© the Poſts, he was now Matter ab. His Grace would eafily per- 
ccive the Drift of Monſieur Tercy's Propoſition, and the Meaning 
of his Anſwer, It was the Interèſt of the French, and there were, 
perhaps, ſorne of Her Majeſty's Subjects fo unhappy, as to think 

- © theirs too, that the Queen ſhould join Her Forces with thoſe of 
France, and in that Manner give the Law to the Confederates ; 

© but Her Majeſty's Conduct would continue to the laſt, what it 

| © had been from the firit, equally Juſt, and equally Firm to all 
Parties, towards Friends, as well as Enemies. She could not 
think of co- opc ratir g with the latter, to diſtreſs the former, how 
great ſocver the Proc cation She had receiv'd from theſe, might _ 

8 have been; and She was willing to hope, that, at laſt, they would 

© ſee their Error, 3 and concur with Her Majeſty, from whom they . 
| © could never ſcyarate, but to their own Diſadvantage.” 
The Duke return'd an Anſwer to the Secretary on the 4th, ard 
aſſur d him, © That nothing could be more acceptable to him, than 
© the Account his Lordſhip gave him of the Queen's Approbation 9 
of his paſt Conduct; hot Obedience was the beſt Return he ; 
© could make, which ſhould be conſtantly paid to Her Majeſty” . 

Commands, with all the Exactneſs in his Power. He acquainted 
© his Lordſhip of the ſix Battalions he had order'd for Mr. Hill, 
© with the Artillery moſt proper for his Uſe, and Stores propor- 

1 *< tionable, which were to begin their March the next Morning; 

a © and that this Day he had font rigadier Sutton, with four Batta- 
| lions to Bruges; which laſt Affair he had not concerted with the 

„Council of State, not thinking ſuch a Step confiſtent with the 
© Queen's Honour, confidering the Uſage we had of late met with 
din this Country. Theſe ten Battalions being thus di iſpos 4 of, the 

Duke did not conceive it could be for Her Majeſty” s Service, that 

he ſhould keep the Field any longer, with the ſmall Corps that 
© would remain: So that he intended to go, with the reſt of the 
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3 Foot, into Gent, and to poſt the Horſe on the other Side ot che 
Canal. He return'd his Thanks to his Lordſhip, for what he hα 
8 * communicated to him of Monſieur Tercy's Letter; e 
45 Villars, he ſaid, had vrrit to him much in the ſame Stran: Hs 


2 Lordſhip's Anſwer - was agreeable to the Juſtice and Ran 
* which had hitherto been the Rules by which the yy had pro- 
cecded, and when rightly underſtood, might potu. ly vrove &. 


© jars 


Taz?) 


"8 has powerful Argument, than any which had yet been us'd, to 
< induce the Confederates to concur with Her Majeſty, in the Mes- 


< ſures ſhe was taking for their Good.” 
The next Day, the Duke receiv'd another. Letter from his Lord- 


fſhip, of July the 22d, to tell him, That the Situation he was 
dnov in, anſwer'd, in every Reſpect, Her Majeſty's Views. The 
keeping his Hold of Ghent and Bruges, at the ſame Time it ſe- 


| © cures the Queen's Troops from any Inſult, and Her Stores from 


_ © Embezzlement, would ove a due Effect on the Conduct of Her 
Allies: And the Communication, which he preſerv'd with Dun- 
irt, would enable him to put that Garriſon into a Condition of 
« fearing no Diſorder from within, nor Attempt from without. 
His Grace might therefore be aſſur'd, that the Queen had no 
Thoughts of his purſuing Orders, which were given on a Suppo- 
< fition, that he might have no Party left'to take, but that of re- 
© tiring towards the Sea. His Conduct had improv'd Her Views z 
and Her Majeſty thought cf nothing elſe now, but ſecuring 
© Ghent, Bruges, and Dunkirk, which his Grace would pleaſe to 


© do in the beſt Manner, which his Strength, and the Circumſtances 


| © he was in, would allow of. His Lordſhip adds, That he might 
depend upon it, that the Encouragement, which he gave to 
© the Hel Meiners, and to Nei 5 Dragoons, ſhould be made good : 
U en | 
The ſame Day Mr. Sutton, with the four Battalions, was receiv'd 2 
into Bruges, to the great Satisfaction of the Inhabitants, who were in 
Hopes, that the Queen's Protection would preſerve them from ano- 


ther Yoke they apprehended, and deliver them from the Oppreſſion 


they had lain under, for ſome Years paſt, by their giving Winter 
Quarters to the Danes. 


On the 15th, a Trumpet came from Monſieur Villars the Oc- 


caſion of ſending him was, the Mareſchal ſaid, that he found, by | 


the Diſcourſe of the principal Officers, who had been taken Priſon- 


: ers in the laſt Action, That, in Holland, they talk'd in a = . 


ſanguine Manner, of a Revolution ready to happen in Englan 


© by a deſign'd Attentat: That the Animoſity among the Confede- 
rates, was as great againſt England, as againſt France; and that 
dhe thought himſelf oblig'd to ſend this Advice, however general, 


or of how little Conſequence ſocver it might be.“ In a Letter 
afterwards, of September the 12th, the Mareſchal repeated the ſame 
Intelligence; adding, That Mr. Hempeſch, one of the beſt reputed 


« Generals among the Allies, had ſaid, That, in Holland, they 


look'd upon this Revolution as certain. And the Mareſchal was 


pleas'd further to ſay, though without letting the Duke into the 
Grounds of his ( pinion, os hat there Was no | good £1 dehnen but 


: The 


* ought to dread it.“ 


require any great Attention, 
Reaſoning, by which our Neighbours had lately been miſled, than 
Jets to ſhew he 
the Secretary. The Duke inclos'd an Account; how he had ex- 3 
- poſtulated with Monſieur Bulou, upon a certain Information he had, 
that ſeveral Deſerters from the Queen's Service, were entertain'd 
among the Troops of that General; and, he hop'd, Her Maj 


1 would pleaſe to approve of what he had writ. As to what paſs'd i in 
the Confederate Camp, the Duke could give the Secretary no Light 


into it, there being then no Correſpondence between his Grace and 


1 < ledge and Underſtanding. Your Grace's 
| + jg a Coup de Maitre; it is own'd to be ſo in France and Holland - 


„ F 
Tho- the Duke thought, the Subject of theſe Letters did not 
being rather a Strain of fallacious 
le to the leaſt Appearance, either of Truth or Probability ; 
neglected nothing, which could poſſibly be for Her 
ajeſty's Intereſt, he ſent a Copy of them, by a Meflenger, to 


the Foreign Generals; and Prince Eugene having thought fit, ex- : 


preſly to forbid the Director of the Poſts ſending his Grace the leaſt 
Intelligence of what paſs'd in his Army. | 


The Duke's Conduct, in poſſeſſing himſelf of Ghent and . = 
vas fo agreeable to Her Majeſty, and thought to be ſo important 


3 Service, that he receiv'd a — upon % from the Lord 5 
| T — in x hel Words. | 


; ven. 5 1712 : 
Ny Lox b, 


O Pen, nor Tongue, is able to expreſs the great Pleaſure 


I took, in your Grace's Succeſſes; it was a very great Sa- 


{ <« tisfaction, to ſee ſo much done for the Public; to fee fuch an 
Example of ſteady Conduct, in ſo great a Nobleman, and fo 


* courageous a Heart, is what has made you envy'd by ſome, 
« dreaded by your Enemies, and applauded by all Men of Know- 
to Ghent, &c. 


© And, I muſt own, I take a double Pleaſure in it, becauſe it is 


done by the Duke of Ormande, to whofe Perſon 1 have ſo entire 2 
$ <« Friendſhip, and in whofe Succeſs I take fo p 


Monſieur Tercy wrote a very juſt Comp 13 on the Affair 5 


an Intereſt. 


© of Denain, that the Allies might now 1 what they had loft by 
Her Majeſty's withdrawing Her Forces, and what Value they 
© ourht to put upon a Nation, which every where lead Victory 


| « with it. I am, with the utmoſt Reſpect and Attachment, Se. 


OXFORD. oy 


The 3d of September, the Duke receiv'd a Letter from my Lord 


| Bal * gzör oe, dat ed Auguft the 21ſt, at Dunkirs, to th; > Effect; 5 


0 ih at the perf rpctual and inc noivable Hurry and Ceremony, 
_ | 6 « which 
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ges the Wien, or bow long * To WHICH e Dube err d, He 


| COW not e, d „„ of Sir being : 


Re Gent WAS 2 Our | 
(593 bee Have ener's, 2 Tame, to Rexfonings of the 
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© which be had Leen in the three Wedks yall, mul excuſc him, E 
© he had not paid his Dury to hes Grace, 2 he ought to have done 
* That he took i for grants, his Grace had rcd. from Na- 


22 an Account of the Suipenfon of Arms, by S2 L. 


n which be ned at .. HM Orders 
ta=reupon. He had only to add, That be bop d, 2 Pere would 


« EeTrene before the Expurazon of four Mors: That the Place 
42 
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tt PEce. te read then Cors; the Dutch Troops mnt 
Kit come t tt. C of © Town. Ad recerre Whit 


erer do de Dr d the Camp, Sr erer 


© V—_ 


The Duke mak have aded, 


Kind) Taz tie ecurns tx Town m £x-5& 7 
Ine » ant Cond of | ä d D on the cor, 


= 


their Satery depenzed an: Since, 7 W. Deke had not =2 
taken Pot of 2 * Fs would cer Dre rr 


teme K of =, 3 — Der x; 2nd con= 


= 
» _— — 1 : — : ——_— - 1 e > 
Ser. e de e 8 & U Scoe 


The Departs : RE — Wa, 


he Duke woes 


4 


Aw <——— 


RR Petty es 96 7. 


* 


7 EW * 4 8 aries 8 bs * * 
G 1 5 . N 3 


* 


„ 


„ 


F *Y - EE 


CO PETO FRIant 


122 E it fhouis give the Queen an © Occafion of 5 
Orders, he was ready to execute them wih die Cre 


U pe 4 * 7.4 8 
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r ther had done, ever fince the Reduction of that hre? To 


which the Duke 2nfwer'd, That he could not admit of any Troops 5 


Wer, dendes thoſe of the Deren, * 
_ wil he had Her I 


Orders for iz. 

He d then, x the Duke did not think of providing Winter- 
Frage for the Troops, and taking that Charge off the Coumry ? 
The Duke told him, He would We Care the Queen's Troops 
ſhould nat wan Forace, and the duc Regard fhould be had to the 


Prefervation 4 Good of the Country ; which nueh:, in fome 


Al-ziure, appear, by the Regulztion of Forage fun d preſeat 


no the Expih Troms, which was cuntiderably Ik in Prog 
_ than it I was the E& War, when Prince Faudemont had © 


hw 
and the French were pole 


Sd of 2 wood Part of the Country, which ow contributes : 


And the Sr& Cre ind ten analy Lind, by the : 
ſcat to Der, and the Diicharze” of al the Artillery-Horſes, | 


2a the Bread Weg, EXCEPT THITTT.. 


This was the Subj of the Converiation, the Duke had with 
Mockeur FeeeEn, 2nd which he thought fit to tranſmit to the Se- 


_— 


EE. eee mag ee , 
< mands. What ˙ E285 mare t act wes, To imew hes Dee | 


© of knowmne the Queer”s r Upon What he has f. ? 
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f . E being now tit Tine to c n with the Undertakers : 1 
A, when Her Wr would be pleas d err 
t5 come ins Grin the Duke kumbly offer d his 
That the —— Dragocas might be ſee to Braves, 
< and al the Horley wah the Ne of the Foot, put 0 
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Duke, < That be dead laid thats The tines betore the (Queen, wad 
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< ing ſomething of that Kind: That the Ear! of Orry was pr 


Tx” 


= 8 Pleaſure to be, that his Grace ſhould make the Repartition of 
© Winter Quarters i in the Manner he propos'd ; that the Officers 
_ © ſhould not be any longer oblig'd to keep their F icld-Equipages, 
< and that the Contract for the Proviſion of Winter-F 'orage ſhould 
5 be made, as ſoon as poſſible. 5 
In a ſecond Letter of the ſame Date, he acquaints the Duke, 5 
That the poſitive Order, contain'd in his firſt, was not ſent to 
prevent the Admiſſion of other Troops, beſides Her Majeſty's, 
into Ghent and Bruges : The Queen was enough ſatisfy'd, that 


© his Grace would take effectual Care to preſerve "theſe cautionary 


Places, which could alone ſecure to Her any tolerable Conditions, 
_ © with reſpect to the Netherlands, i in the Terms of Peace : But he 
s confeſs'd, he thought it could be no ways unneceſſary to give 
his Grace a very poſitive and clear Order, in an Affair, which 

© might perhaps make a great deal of Noiſe. "The Queen likewiſe 
| © commanded bim, to let his Grace know, that, tho the Body of 
_ © Troops at preſent with him, and the Employment of them ſhould | 
_ © not naturally require one of his Rank, yet, She judg'd it for | 

Her Service, in the preſent Conjuncture of Affairs, that he con- 
1 tinu'd fome Time longer, where he now was. When the Cam- 
d © pagne clos d, and the Conferences open'd at Utrecht, as to the 
Diſpoſition of the Spanifh Netherlands, his Name and Figure in 


Ghent would be neceſſary. Her NI. jeſty thought the Place = 


Duke was in, not very agrecable to him; but after ſo ma 
£ Proofs of his Grace's preferring Her Service to every other Can 
_< figeration, She made nu D: ks of his remaining with Pleaſure in 
© the ſame Situation, till he receiv'd Orders to come over; before 
< which Time, it would be proper to think of the Perſon, that 
© was to command, during his Graec's Abſence.” | | 
A few Days after, came another Letter of Scptemb. 17. on . 
die Secretary, ſignifying, That the Queen approv 2 3 very well 
1 es the Anſwer, which his Grace gave to Monſieur Viliars, con- 
cerning the Intelligence the Mareſchal had ſent; and, tho' She 
« 6:6 with great Reaſon deſpiſe ſuch impertinent Diſcourſe, vet She 
thought it right, that thoſe who talk'd at that Rate, ſhould be 
0 3 ſenſible, that Her Majeſty was not ignorant of it; and 


bchev'd, my Lord Stra fard would take an Opportunit v of * 

r + S 
< paring to no for Bruſſels, who, no Doubt, SE V4 find great Fa- 

< cility in the Matters of Commerce (which Her Majeſty would 


commit to his Care) from the Pledges, which his Grace, by his 


0 prudent Conduct, had got into his Hands.“ 


1 4 Duke had been inform'd, bv 2 Perſon very well inclin'd 
to the Queen's Service, cf a Deſign, which the Dutch, from the 


Saceels ol their Enterprizc upon Knees rue, had been cncourag'd to 


form 


7 2 
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Wan for furprizing Newport or Furnes ; ; and that the fortifying a 


Dixmuyde was made Uſe of, as a Pretence, for drawing together a 
Body of Troops, ſufficient to put the Deſign in Execution. The 


Duke knew not, but Her Majeſty might think it for Her Service, 


that the Deſign ſhould not 2 ſince, if the Dutch were not 


ſuffer'd to take Poſſeinon of thoſe Garriſons, the Queen would 


not only have a greater Influence towards ſettling the Commerce 


! of the Netherlands on a good Foot, but would be able to ſecure, 
| what was of the higheſt Conſequence at that Time, a free Com- 
: munication between her Troops, which were in Ghent, Bruges, 
| and Dunkirk. He therefore, October the 21ſt, acquainted the 
Secretary with this Affair, and left it to his Lordſhip, to judge of 
the Importance of it, and the Uſe that was to be made of it: But, 
if the Queen thought it moſt for Her Service to prevent it, he was 
humbly of Opinion, ſome Means ſhould be found out to give Ad- 
vice of it to the Mareſchal de Villars; who might poſſibly think, 
ve ow'd him that good Office, in requital of ſome Informations, 
| his Lordſhip knew, had been ſent by the Mareſchal, with a De- 
bgn to ſerve Her Majeſty, and the Nation. 


The Duke, 4 his Stay in Ghent, made many Regidations | 


in regard to the Army : Among others that concerning the Bread, 
woas not of the leaſt Importance. The Contract of Bread the laſt T 
Fear having been made at Five Stivers five Eighths per Loaf, and 
* this Year brought down to Four Stivers three Eighths ; His Gin 
thought it a Piece of Juſtice due to the poor Soldiers, to order the 
gy Surplus of what was deducted from them, upon that Account, to 
be return'd to them. The weekly Deduction made from the Men 
is Ten Stivers for each Man: ſo that in a Month, Forty Stivers 
deing deducted, and the Bread amounting to but Thirty Stivers Five | 
2 Eighths, there "would remain due to every Soldier, Nine Stivers | 
1 . Eig hths. If the Computation be made for the Engliſb Forces 
only, which ſerv'd in Flanders, and Two and Twenty Batta- 
lions reckon'd at Five hundred and fifty Men each, and eight 
2} Squadrons of Dragoons at One hundred and fifty Men each, the 
> whole Sum to be ns to the Men, ina Month's Time, would ; 
3 be Six thouſand two hundred thirty one Guilders, five Stivers. 


The Campaign being ended, and both the French and Confede- 


nate Armies going now into Winter-Quarters, the Duke thought, 
that his Stay in this Country was no longer neceſſary for Her Ma- 
jeſty's Service, and therefore made it his Requeſt to the Queen, 
that he might have leave to return to England. Accordingly, foon 
after, O09. 21. O. 8. my Lord Bolingbroke ſent him Word, that 
the Queen allow'd of his coming Home, as ſoon as he ſhould think 
fit: The Armies being ſeparated Her Majeſty ſuppos d, there 
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could de no Danger of any Surprise, either at Ghent or Bruges + . 


ner, tothe Officer, who was left in the Command, that he ſhould 


adds, that Her Majeſty was much of the Duke's Opinion, con- 
cerning the Uſe to be made of the Intelligence, mention'd in his 
Grace's Letter of O74. 21. and chat he had recciv d the fame Ac- 
count, by another Hand. 


: 20 10 nd, and landed there November 1. 


But as it was impoſſible to be too cautious in Times of ſuch Diſ- 
order, his Grace would pleaſe to recommend in the ſtricteſt Man- 


be extremely vigilant, and conſtantly on his Guard. My Lord 


Soon after the Receipt of this Letter, the Duke ſet forward for 
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